
Reconcilia  on

Mass Schedule

Parish Mission Statement
We are a vibrant and welcoming Catholic Church community that 
recognizes God’s presence in all through our love and service. 

Parish Vision Statement
Build the Kingdom of God, individually and communally, by fostering 
discipleship and thanksgiving through:
    •  the celebra  on of Eucharist and other sacraments,
    •  prayer and lifelong Catholic forma  on,
    •  service with and for one another and the greater community.

St. Benedict Catholic Church   |   www.stbenedict.org
16223 S 48th St. Phoenix, AZ 85048   |   480.961.1610 

St. John Bosco Catholic School   |   www.sjbosco.org
16035 S 48th St. Phoenix, AZ 85048   |   480.219.4848

Monday, 4/22
     8:15am | Mass

Wednesday, 4/24
     8:15 am | Mass
     6 pm | Youth Choir
     7 pm | Parish Rosary

Offi  ce Hours

Mass Inten  onsUpcoming Eventsss
For a complete calendar of events, please visit stbenedict.org/calendar

Thursday, 4/25
      8:15 am | Mass
      4:30 pm | Legion Mary
      6 pm | Adult Choir

Friday, 4/26
    8:15 am | Mass
    5 pm | Confessions

“where all are welcome”

Monday - Thursday  9 am - 5 pm
Fridays  9 am - 3 pm

Closed Daily  12 pm - 1 pm

Saturday 5 pm, Sunday 7, 9, 11 am, 5 pm
Weekdays Mon-Thurs, Chapel: 8:15 am

Weekdays on Fri 8:15 am, Church

Fri 5-6 pm, Sat 8-9 am

Tuesday, 4/23
      8:15 am | Mass
      6:15 pm | JAM
      6:15 pm | JOF

The stone rejected by the builders
has become the cornerstone.

~ Ps 118
”

“

Sunday, 4/21/2024
 7 am |  Barbara Munk †
9 am | Darel Williams †

11 am | Doris Beauvais †
5 pm | Joan Specchio †

M 4/22 | Smith Family (lvg)
Tu 4/23 | Jim Ortega †
W 4/24 | Marie Holden †
Th 4/25 | Patricia Brennan †

F 4/26 | Edward Theodore
                 Sobolewski †
Sat 4/27 | Bob Prezkop †

Sunday, 4/28/2024
 7 am |  Parishioners
9 am | Eugene Laatsch †

11 am | Leonore & Fidel
                  Padilla †
5 pm | Doug Souders †

April 21, 2024

Fourth Sunday of Easter

Saturday, 4/27
     8 am | Confessions
     5 pm | Mass
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Liturgy & Administra  on

Scripture Readings 
Monday: Acts 11:1-18; Ps 42:2-3; 43:3, 
4/22 4; Jn 10:1-10

Tuesday: Acts 11:19-26; Ps 87:1b-3, 
4/23 4-5, 6-7; Jn 10:22-30

Wednesday: Acts 12:24—13:5a; Ps 67:2-3, 
4/24 5, 6, 8; Jn 12:44-50

Thursday: 1 Pt 5:5b-14; Ps 89:2-3, 6-7, 
4/25 16-17; Mk 16:15-20
 (St. Mark)

Friday: Acts 13:26-33; Ps 2:6-11ab;
4/26 Jn 14:1-6

Saturday: Acts 13:44-52; Ps 98:1, 2-3ab, 
4/27 3cd-4; Jn 14:7-14

Sunday: Acts 9:26-31; Ps 22:26-27, 28, 
4/28 30, 31-32 (26a); 1 Jn 3:18-24; 
 Jn 15:1-8

Pastor - Fr. James Aboyi, VC x 302
 fraboyi@stbenedict.org
Parochial Vicar - Fr. Manasseh Iorchir, VC x 306
 frmanasseh@stbenedict.org
Offi  ce Manager - Mary Jane Livens   x 304
 mlivens@stbenedict.org 
Children’s Forma  on - Sr. Liza Sulit   x 308
               srliza@stbenedict.org

Deacon - Ed Winkelbauer x 300
 dcned@stbenedict.org
Dir. Evangelization/Formation - Sr. Ruth de la Cruz, OP x 303

srruth@stbenedict.org
Dir. Music/Liturgy - Phil Arkfeld x 311

parkfeld@stbenedict.org 
Stewardship/Engagement - Maryola Fabilena x 309
 mfabilena@stbenedict.org
Youth/Campus Ministry - Sr. Delia Obenza, OP x 307
 srdelia@stbenedict.org

Front Offi  ce/Admin. Asst. - Amy Fletcher x 300
 afl etcher@stbenedict.org
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Parish 
Contribu  ons

A special thank you to 
those who are faithfully 

contribu  ng

Regular Contribu  ons for 
March 2024

Actual:         $  79,823
Budget:      $  78,352

*  Realm 
Online: $ 46,009

Cash/Check: $ 33,814

Easter
Actual:         $  13,296
Budget:       $  15,000

Contact the Parish Offi  ce at 480.961.1610

Live the Liturgy
Inspira  on for the Week

Jesus the Good Shepherd knows that real 
love is an ac  on, not an idea. His sacrifi ce 

is the proof of his love for his fl ock. Let 
us remember to love one another as the 

Good Shepherd loves us: not just in words 
but in ac  ons, in choices, in deeds.

©LPi

Construc  on
Project

February 28, 2024
TOTAL COST:     $9,281,993**

Total Expenses
Paid To Date:      $8,866,117

Remaining
Balance of Cost:   $ 415,876

TOTAL AMOUNT
AVAILABLE

(Cash on Hand &
Line of Credit):      $ 351,790

Addi  onal Funds
Need to Raise:      $   64,086

** Includes building permits not 
previously included, change orders 

and fl uctua  ng costs of FF&E.



Page 3 Fourth Sunday of Easter   -  April 21, 2024

A Reflection by Fr. Manasseh

“...AND I WILL LAY DOWN MY LIFE FOR MY SHEEP.”
We know that the most important proof for the Resurrec  on of Jesus is neither the empty tomb on 
Easter Sunday nor the tes  mony of Mary, Peter and John the beloved who “saw and believed.” The most 
reliable proof for the Resurrec  on lies in examining the drama  c change in the a   tude of the Apostles 
and disciples a  er the Resurrec  on in comparison to their a   tude before the Resurrec  on. It is obvious 
that the Apostles exhibited a   tudinal transforma  on a  er they saw Christ. So radical was this change 
that the same men who were very afraid of the Jewish authori  es a  er Christ was arrested found no 
problems in confron  ng the same authori  es and placing culpability for the crucifi xion of Christ squarely 
at their feet (Acts 4:10-11), declaring that salva  on is exclusively a product of belief in Christ (Acts 4:12) 
and were readily prepared to joyfully die (Acts 7:59-60).  It would have been logically impossible for the 
Apostles to risk their lives for a lie. 
This drama  c change in a   tude is what we see in the First Reading where Simon Peter, emboldened 
by the the certainty of Christ’s Resurrec  on and empowered by the Holy Spirit, told the leaders of the 
people that the cripple who had been healed at the beau  ful gate received his healing in the name of 
Jesus Christ whom they (the leaders of the people) had despised and condemned to death, but whom 
God glorifi ed with the Resurrec  on. He added that it is only through the name of Jesus Christ that anyone 
would be saved. The arraignment of the Apostolic duo before the Sanhedrin for healing a man in the 
name of Jesus Christ reminds us of the various ways Chris  ans are made to endure persecu  on for doing 
what is right in contemporary society. In Nigeria and many other countries, Chris  ans are kidnapped, 
driven away from their ancestral lands and even killed just for being Chris  ans. In contemporary America, 
pro-lifers are being ridiculed, people who hold onto the sanc  ty of marriage are being called names and 
those who insist that Christ should have a place in our na  onal life are not being listened to just because 
they have chosen to stand with Christ. Some Chris  ans who have taken their faith seriously have had 
rela  ves who threatened to stop talking to and to disconnect from them if they did not compromise on 
their religious beliefs.  There are also seniors who have been disconnected from their grandchildren just 
because they requested to have the li  le ones presented with an opportunity to be bap  zed so that they 
could enjoy a growing rela  onship with God. The list of subtle ways of persecu  ng Chris  ans seems to 
be growing exponen  ally. 
Whenever we are persecuted in any form for the sake of the truth for which we stand, we should 
remember that we are the sheep, the fl ock of Jesus, and that we are privileged to be following in the 
footsteps of the Good Shepherd who knows His sheep and His sheep know Him, the Good Shepherd 
who does not run away from the wolf but lays down His life for His sheep in order to save them. It is this 
same Good Shepherd who demanded “if anyone wishes to come a  er me, he must deny himself and take up 
his cross daily and follow me” (Luke 9:23). If we are persecuted, we enjoy the privilege of being counted 
among the blessed sheep of Christ who live up to this unpopular demand.
May we be aided by the abundance of grace to lay down our lives in various ways in love like Christ for 
our brethren so that our witness to the truth of His Passion, Death and Resurrec  on will not be limited 
to fu  le words.
Please be kind and may God bless you.

Fr. Manasseh
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Our St. Benedict Catholic Church Community congratulates

all those receiving Sacraments!

May you be strengthened with the Holy Spirit

and nourished by the Holy Eucharist as you go forth as disciples of 
Christ!

Charles Abbadessa

Ian Ahedo

Stella Ayers

Connor Ayers

Olivia Barragan

Dominic Belmonte

Kyrsten Belmonte

Owen Boggs

Robert Bosolet

Valiah Bradt

Vianah Bradt

Braxton Bryant

Willow Burbank

Maximus Carrillo

Enrique Cifuentes

Victoria Coker

Liam Conner

Landon Diaz

Rocco Dragonetti

Connor Elsberry

Eliza Flanders

Lianna Garcia

Elaine Gonzales

Madeleine Hall

Cole Hathaway

Adam Kissel

Emma Kissel

David Langlois

Ayjae Larson

Gavin Loomis

Connor Loomis

Matthew Maltby

Liam Marquez

Adilene Maxwell

Rocco Minnitti

Madison Minnitti

Gabriela Montaner

Hector Morales, Jr.

Silas Morrison

Sofia Nunziata

Liam O’Neal

Pablo Ochoa

Valeria Ochoa

Benjamin Oddonetto

Madelyn Opdahl

Emmeryn Patrick

Easton Petersen

Harleigh Powers

Noah Powers

Lilyanna Ramirez

Rene Ramirez Aguilar

Gabriella Richardson

Abigail Santoemma

Sydney Savoy

Evelyn Schroeder

Antonio Solis

Brian Soto-Zambrano

Kennedy Sterkowitz

Jessica Stern

Ben Trevizo

Maximilian Valles

Santiago Valles

Ana Vanegas

Audrey White

Madelyn Wiscombe

Matthew Yanez

Grace Zils



Page 5 Fourth Sunday of Easter   -  April 21, 2024

Faith Forma  on and More

Happenings
in Children and Youth

Faith Forma  on
Sunday, April 21

Liturgy of the Word with Children
Catechesis of the Good Shepherd

EPIC

Tuesday, April 23
JAM

Journey of Faith

Sunday, April 28
Liturgy of the Word with Children
Catechesis of the Good Shepherd

EPIC

Tuesday, April 30
JAM

Journey of Faith

SJB Dad’s Club Car Raffle
The St. John Bosco School Dad’s 
Club is raffl  ing off  a 2021 Kia Seltos 
and want to give you a chance to 
win it! Tickets are $200 each and 
only 300  ckets will be sold. The 
drawing will take place on Friday, 
May 3 with proceeds being used 
for campus improvements (ie. 
security fencing, shade structures 
over the playgrounds, updated 
playground equipment, etc.). Go 
here to purchase  ckets h  ps://
sjb.formstack.com/forms/st_john_
bosco_catholic_school_car_raffl  e
Thank you for your support and good luck!

Congratulations Connor
Our Seminarian, Connor Companik, is being ordained a 
Deacon on Sunday, May 26, 9 am, at Ss. Simon and Jude 
Cathedral.  He will be serving and preaching at our 5 
pm Mass that same evening. A  erwards we are having 
a recep  on for him over at the St. John Bosco School 
Mul  purpose Room. This will be a pot luck...watch your 
email for a link to the list of items to sign up for!

Pancake Breakfast
Troop 77 will be hos  ng a Pancake Breakfast on Sunday, 
April 28 a  er the 7 am and 9 am Masses. $6 dona  on 
requested. All proceeds help fund the St. Benedict Scout 
Troop events and ou  ngs. Join us!

Volunteer ‘Thank You’
Fr. James, Fr. Manasseh and the Staff  at St. Benedict 
would like to extend a huge ‘THANK YOU’ to all the 
parish volunteers! Your dedica  on and  me are greatly 
appreciated in all that you do. Thank you!
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Ministries & More

Knights of Columbus
The apostles did know about Christ’s promise of rising on 
the third day. They had seen the empty tomb. Things had 
been suffi  ciently clear for them to have nourished their 
faith and their hope; but instead, they spoke of Christ as 
belonging to the past, as a lost opportunity. They were 
a living picture of discouragement. Their minds are in 
darkness and their hearts are numbed.
It is possible that we too may some  mes meet with 
discouragement and lack of hope because of defects that 
we cannot manage to root out, or of diffi  cul  es in our 
work that seem to be insurmountable. On these occasions, 
provided we allow ourselves to be helped, Jesus will not 
allow us to be parted from him. Perhaps it will be in spiritual 
direc  on, once we open our souls in all sincerity, that we 
will come to see Our Lord again. And with him there will 
always come joy and the desire to begin again, but it is 
essen  al that we allow ourselves to be helped, and that we 
are ready to be docile to the advice that we receive.

Announcements:
• Thank you to all the brothers who a  ended the 25th 

Anniversary Picnic on April 14.
Events:
• The monthly Parish Rosary is on April 24 at 7 pm in 

the Chapel.

Join online to become a Knight of Columbus at www.kofc.
org/joinus and enter “Council 12246” and code “GKWAP”.

Vivat Jesus,
Isauro Amaro, Grand Knight
Fr. Bob Binta Council # 12246
480.748.1449
grandknight@kofc12246.org

Lectors... Michele, micheleedison@aol.com
Legion of Mary... Ann Marie, 480.688.2096
Music/Choir... Phil A., 480.961.1610 ext. 311
Pastoral Care... Kathy, kathy.mccluskey@cox.net
Pastoral Council... Russ, pastoralcouncil@stbenedict.org
Porters of St. Joseph... security@stbenedict.org
Refugee Rese  lement... Dave, zabordave@gmail.com
Sacristans... Be  e, blaatsch69@gmail.com
St. Vincent de Paul... Phil W., 480.961.1610 ext. 315
Women’s Spirituality... Nora, nmphillips@cox.net

Ministry Contacts
Audio-Visual... Sco  , av@stbenedict.org
Altar Servers... Ken, dken-1@hotmail.com
Art & Env... Cathy, cathytempleton_1@cox.net
Bap  sms... Sr. Ruth, srruth@stbenedict.org
EMHCs... Russ, rustlespencer@gmail.com
Events/Helping Hands... Lani, events@stbenedict.org
Finance Council... Karen, karenmains@msn.com
Hospitality... David, davidjschenach@gmail.com
Knights of Columbus... Isauro, 480.748.1449

If you are in need St. Vincent de Paul assistance or 
informa  on, call the parish offi  ce at 480.961.1610 
ext. 315.

St. Vincent de Paul
A con  nued ‘Happy Easter’ to all! 
Alleluia! Thank you so much for your 
generosity. This week we are in need of 
food items:

• Baked Beans
• Canned Chicken
• Snacks
• Canned Fruit

• Cereal
• Oatmeal
• Pasta Sauce
• Jam/Jelly

Praying the Rosary
Pray the Rosary with fellow parishioners Monday 
through Thursday mornings at 7:45 am, before the 
regular morning Mass, in the Parish Chapel.
On the last Wednesday of every month, the Knights 
of Columbus host a parish Rosary. This month it’s on 
Wednesday, April 24, at 7 pm in the Parish Chapel. 

Catholic Home Missions Collection
Next week we will take up the Catholic Home Missions 
Appeal. Today, nearly 40% of dioceses in the United 
States and its territories are unable to fund the essen  al 
pastoral work their communi  es need. Your support of 
this appeal helps them meet these faith forma  on and 
sacramental needs. Please prayerfully consider how 
you can support this appeal. More informa  on can be 
found at www.usccb.org/home-missions.
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Arizona
CatholicMatch.com/AZ

480-494-2435

Going  the  "Extra  Smile"  for  Ahwatukee!

2016-2022
BEST DENTIST

READER RECOMMENDED:
BEST CUSTOMER SERVICE

BEST PLACE TO WORK
BEST MOM & POP

HYGIENISTS:

Michele King RDH
Carmen Salaiz RDH

Daisy DeSalmones RDH

DrEFamilyDental.com1st  Place

Quality, Personalized Care
FREE Second Opinion

480-494-2435
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Catholic Company 

COOLING & HEATING LLC
480-776-7993  Free Service Call with Repair

*20% OFF FOR PARISHIONERS*  *SOME RESTRICTIONS MAY APPLY

 

 

OUR EXPERIENCE • OUR COMMITMENT • YOUR RESULTS
injectables  /  laser treatments

skin treatments  /  body treatments
Call  480-893-2228 today for FREE Consultation

 New Clients get $100 off any purchase of $250 or more

Eye Priority, P.C.
… providing quality optometry for

Ahwatukee-Foothills families since 1991.

Kelly de Simone, OD
 Parishioner
 Monica Sawitzke, OD
 15725 S. 46th Street, Ste.112 

Eye Exams
Contact Fittings
Vision Therapy
(480) 893-2300

MICHELE M. EDISON
Certified Residential Specialist

Associate Broker
LET’S GROW YOUR BUSINESS 

Place Your Ad Here  
and Support Our Parish!

 
CONTACT ME  
Mike McAleer

 
mmcaleer@4LPi.com • (800) 477-4574 x6307

Protecting the financial future of the ones  
you love the most for over 178 years

Steven Garcia, Agent
New York Life
Insurance Company
CA License Number 4279488
2355 E Camelback Rd Ste 750 
Phoenix, AZ

602-679-6878
srgarcia@ft.newyorklife.com
stephenrgarcia.com

        
   

480.706.1224   |   REGISTER AT MMWAZ.COM
your community music academy

Assisted Living & Memory Care 
5757 West Chandler Blvd, Chandler

(480) 786-4998

(P) 480.821.2838
www.ironwoodcrc.com

Christopher M.  
Kellogg, MD

Board Certified  Medical 
Oncology & Hematology

Deacon

Any service or repair up to
$150 to our Catholic
Church community

6948 W. Chandler Blvd., • Chandler, AZ

480.759.9300 • drmowdds.com
Mountain Park Dentistry, LLC

15215 South 48th Street, 
Bldg. 7, Suite 175

“Peace begins with a smile.”-Mother Teresa

602.767.1028
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A Note From The SJB Principal

Dear Parishioners,

Mark your calendars! The highly an  cipated Annual Birdies “FORE” Bosco Golf Tournament 
is fast approaching, scheduled for Friday, May 3, at the picturesque Whirlwind Golf Club.

We’re thrilled to announce that this year, we’re extending the invita  on to all. It’s not just a golf event; it’s a 
celebra  on for the en  re SJB community. The day kicks off  with a thrilling golf scramble for our SJB golfers, 
followed by the eagerly awaited End of Year Bosco Bash, where parents and community members can come 
together for fun and fes  vi  es.

Don’t miss out on this fantas  c opportunity to support our school and enjoy a day fi lled with camaraderie and 
excitement. See you on the green!

Joyful Blessings, 
Jamie Bescak, M.Ed.
Principal
480.219.4848


