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PASTORAL ADDRESS

I am pleased to present to you the St. Benedict Annual Pastoral and Finance Reports for 

the 2020/21 fiscal year. I thank God for His blessings, guidance and protection of our 

parish and the St. John Bosco School community through the fiscal year. We witnessed 

an unprecedented challenge from the impact of the Coronavirus pandemic throughout the 

year. While we are not out of the woods yet, we trust that God will continue to bless and 

protect us.  

I thank you for your prayers, support, and personal sacrifices that enabled us to make it 

through the year. I thank the anonymous family that offered us a matching gift donation of 

$45,000 during the peak of the pandemic and thank you, too, for your generous response 

to the opportunity by increasing your recurring sacrificial giving to our weekly offertory 

online via Faith Direct. 

On behalf of the Superior General of the Via Christi Society, I thank everyone for your 

prayers and financial support to the Via Christi Society. Our parish community raised 

a total of $18,278 to support the training of the Via Christi seminarians in the fiscal year. 

May God continue to bless you for your generous support of the Via Christi Mission. 

The 2020/21 fiscal year marked the third year of our Church building capital campaign: 

Living Our Faith, Building Our Home. Due to the rising cost of building materials, along 

with the significant financial impact felt from the pandemic over the past year, we creatively 

developed an alternative plan which involved a reconstruction of our existing worship space 

into a permanent Church. This new plan is estimated to cost about half of the original plan 

while retaining a high-quality standard. The plan enables us to move ahead with the original 

timeline to break ground in Fall 2021 and move into the Church in 2022. 

In the past three years, we have raised over $2.5M in cash from the building campaign with 

over $600,000 in outstanding pledges. I thank the Parish Finance Council for creatively 

saving the campaign money in a high-interest savings account that has yielded a total of 

$18,065 in interest through the year. We look forward to the Groundbreaking Ceremony 

of our Church on November 6, 2021, at 10am with Bishop Olmsted.



PASTORAL ADDRESS

In addition to our Church building campaign, the past fiscal year also marked the second 
year of our participation in the Diocesan Capital Campaign: Together Let Us Go Forth~Junto 

Sigamos Adelante. Our performance in the campaign was impressive. We made over 50% of 
our parish goal of 1.3M by pledge. As promised during the campaign, the Diocese graciously 
returned 35% of the cash payment raised from our St. Benedict parishioners back to us. This 
year we have received a total of $39,000. This fund has been designated for five selected 
items in our Church building and St. John Bosco School. 

The Annual Report includes the pastoral report which illustrates our charity to those in 
need through various ministries and organizations within our parish. We continue to 

meet the needs of our growing community and thrive as a vibrant people of faith through 
the celebration of sacraments, liturgies, prayer, lifelong formation opportunities, service 
and outreach. We now have more than 30 active ministries. Additionally, we worked to 
effectively advance our mission and vision for both our parish and St. John Bosco School 
(SJB). 

St. Benedict is blessed to have a school as part of our parish community to further 
our mission of the evangelization, education and faith formation of our children. I 

thank the parents, students and staff of our SJB family for their commitment to upholding 
quality Catholic education in our community. Like many other organizations, the COVID-19 
pandemic had a significant impact on our school. I thank the SJB community for the incredible 
teamwork that enabled us to keep the school running well, despite the challenges. This year 
also saw tremendous progress in the mission advancement and academic performance of 
the school. 

Due to COVID-19 and the closure of the church, we saw a significant decline in the 
offeratory income. We made significant financial cutbacks and sacrifices. reduced staff 

hours, made reductions in priest salaries, and stopped many maintenance services. 

Once again, on behalf of Fr. Wilfred, Fr. Manasseh, myself and our St. John Bosco 
School and Parish Staff, I thank you so much for your prayers and support for our 

parish and school community through the year. May God continue to bless and provide for 
you as you support the mission of the Church and all those we serve.

Fr. James Aboyi, V.C.
Pastor



LITURGICAL

SACRAMENTS

FORMATION

Liturgical ministers generously give their  me to prepare and serve 

at each Mass and liturgical celebra  on throughout the year. It takes 

over 30 volunteers to make each Liturgy possible. We are always 

encouraged by the number of parishioners who fi nd meaning, 

purpose, connec  on with others and personal sa  sfac  on by 

par  cipa  ng in Liturgical Ministries. These volunteers make 

possible the vibrant celebra  ons and welcoming environment for 

which our parish is so well known.

The Sacraments are special moments in our spiritual lives when we 

experience the Grace of God. Our Church celebrates Sacraments 

within our greater faith community, helping us grow closer both to 

God and to one another. Sacraments strengthen the call we received 

at Bap  sm to live as disciples of Christ and to be witnesses to the 

Gospel. The celebra  on of Confi rma  on and First Communion was 

postponed from April to October 2020 due to the pandemic. Those 

who prepared this year and waited to receive will be included in the 

2021 Annual Report.

Faith forma  on is an on-going process that con  nues 

throughout our lives. We are deeply commi  ed to 

providing engaging, high-quality opportuni  es that 

help parishioners of all ages experience God in new 

ways. Through the strengthening of our own faith, we 

are then able to share Christ’s message with others. 

ALTAR SERVERS

ANOINTING OF THE SICK

ADULT

ART & ENVIRONMENT

BAPTISM

CATECHISTS

AUDIO/VISUAL TECHS

41

27

50+

6

9

21

3
EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS

CONFIRMATION & RCIA

PRE K  5TH GRADE

FIRST EUCHARIST

HOSPITALITY MINISTERS

77

92

64

28

45

LECTORS

FIRST RECONCILIATION

MUSICIANS

MARRIAGE

6TH  12TH GRADE

LENTEN MISSION

SACRISTANS

LAUNDRY MINISTERS

42

44

32

1

45
50+

26

4

STUDENTS AT SJB
INCLUDING PRE K

319



ORGANIZATIONS

ST.  VINCENT de PAUL

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS

The St. Vincent de Paul Society is a worldwide organiza  on 

that puts faith into ac  on by feeding, clothing, housing and 

healing those in need. St. Benedict Catholic Church is fortunate 

to house an on-site food pantry that served nearly 600 people 

within our parish boundaries last year. The generosity of our 

community helps make their important work possible. 

The #12246 Fr. Bob Binta Council is greatly involved in parish 

life at St. Benedict. The Knights make possible regular blood 

drives, fellowship events, community fundraising and much 

more. They are a group of hard-working volunteers who help 

keep our church running smoothly and provide role models 

for our youth.

$63,046
IN TOTAL DONATIONS

$19,465
IN TOTAL FUNDRAISING

 $0  5TH SUNDAY COVID

 $5,000  K OF C

 $0  TURKEY TUESDAY COVID

 $26,400  FAITH DIRECT

 $31,646  OTHER

 $11,155    ST.  VINCENT DE PAUL

 $2,710    AZ KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS CHARITIES

 $1,750    ANDRE HOUSE  $1,500  FURNISHING DIGNITY 

 1,500  RYAN HOUSE  1,000  HOPE KIDS

 $1,000  SUZY FOUNDATION  $500  MAGGIE’S PLACE

 $500  SJB GALA  $500  TROOP 77  $300  FAMILY PROMISE

 $450  AMERICAN WHEELCHAIR MISSION

 $400  AZ ROSARY CELEBRATION  $250  BROTHER KNIGHT

SERVICE HOURS

HOME VISITS

FOOD BAGS DISTRIBUTED

CLIENTS SERVED

2,610
79

1181
558

COATS DONATED

ADOPTED FAMILIES AT CHRISTMAS

PARISH BLOOD DRIVES

170
2
4

We are pleased to coordinate with many external organiza  ons like The Boy Scouts of America, 

Refugee Resettlement Ministry, and Furnishing Dignity that work from and within our parish. Our 

community is deeply enriched by their presence and we are proud to be a partner in the work they 

accomplish. 

HOSTED FAMILY PROMISE FAMILIES2
FURNISHING DIGNITY HOME1



OUTREACH

FAMILY PROMISE
Our March 14-21 rota  on was relocated from the St. John Bosco MPR to the St. 

Benedict Church Annex due to the school’s COVID protocols. Family Promise saw 

a decline in the number of families it served due to several factors including the 

availability of COVID relief funds and the moratorium on evic  ons. By our June 27-

July 4 rota  on, the need was greater as families sought shelter from the heat. Back in 

the air-condi  oned MPR, our families enjoyed card games and art projects following 

delicious dinners prepared by our wonderful volunteers! From providing groceries for 

breakfast and lunch, preparing food items for our dinners, socializing with our guests, 

helping to set up and take down, to laundering sheets a  er our guests leave, there 

are many opportuni  es to volunteer for this amazing Ministry we are blessed to be 

a part of!

Due to the upcoming church renova  on, we will not be able to host families in 2022. 

There will be opportuni  es to help other congrega  ons as they con  nue to host these 

families. If you would like to receive Sign Up Genius no  ces regarding future Family 

Promise volunteer opportuni  es, please send an email: tracyryan18@cox.net

Visit Family Promise AZ on Facebook and their website: familypromiseaz.com

FAMILIES SERVED

VOLUNTEERS

VOLUNTEER HOURS

WEEKS HOSTED

7
50+

500+
2

PARISH VISION STATEMENT
Build the Kingdom of God, individually and communally, by fostering discipleship and thanksgiving 

through:

• The celebration of the Eucharist and other sacraments,

• Prayer and lifelong Catholic formation,

• Service with, and for, one another and the greater community.



*Fiscal Year for Twelve Months Ends June 30.

ST.  BENEDICT CHURCH INCOME & EXPENSES

2020 2021*

LIVING OUR FAITH/BUILDING OUR HOME CAPITAL CAMPAIGN
AS OF JUNE 2021 FROM INCEPTION

Actual

Total Income            $1,009,296  
  (Offertory, Christmas, Easter, Fundraising, Faith Formation, Restricted Contributions)  

Total Expenditures  $764,901 
  (Personnel, Building Mgmt, Parish & Formation Expense, Diocesan Assesments)

Net Surplus (Deficit)         $244,395

Campaign Pledges            $3,548,859 

Collected Pledges  $2,537,025

Non Pledge Cash  $381,344 

Total Campaign Cash Received   $2,918,369

Total Expensed Paid  $462,340

Balance          $2,456,029



CHARITY & DEVELOPMENT APPEAL CDA

TOGETHER LET US GO FORTH CAMPAIGN

SECOND COLLECTIONS

                    
 Campaign for Human Development                  $643
 Catholic Communica  ons                                              $210

20
20

20
21

* 
 A

ct
ua

l

 Catholic Home Missions                                  $507
 Catholic Relief Services $1,060
 The Catholic University                                    $128
 Gospel of Life Appeal                                       $320

• Holy Land $508
 Mission Sunday                                                $55
 Na  ve American & Black Missions                    $1,262

• Peter’s Pence                                                    $718
 Priest & Religious Re  rement Fund                $2,535 

 Special Needs for the Global Church $385
 Archdiocese For Military Appeal                    $15

Total Collections  $8346

Goal  $85,000
Number of Donor Goal  300
Number of Donor  233
Amount Received  $85,339

Goal  $1,300,000
Pledge Amount  $650,858
35% of Pledges Receieved will be given back to Parish
Amount Received (July 1, 2020 through June 30, 2021)  $39,000

MATCHING GIFT ONLINE CHALLENGE
Challenge Goal  $29,700
Amount Received  $45,000
Amount Matched  $45,000

VIA CHRISTI SOCIETY

Amount Received  $18,278



  ST.  JOHN BOSCO CATHOLIC SCHOOL

While our 2020-21 school year began online for our Kindergarten through 8th-grade students, it  

wasn’t what we had hoped for. However, despite the necessary pandemic mitigation protocols, all in 

all it was a very successful year bringing our community together and making us stronger than ever.

Our administrators and technology director worked tirelessly all summer researching and implementing 

various layers of COVID mitigations and preparing quality virtual instruction for our students. 

Fortunately, our internet infrastructure was updated during the summer of 2019. This allowed us to offer a 

hybrid instruction model for students who opted to remain at home for virtual instruction after Labor Day. 

Due to the thorough COVID mitigations set in place on campus, our K - 8 students were able to return to 

in-person learning after Labor Day and remained on campus all year compared to most schools in the Valley. 

While many SJB traditions were put on hold such as the annual Harvest Fest, school sports, class field 

trips, after-school extracurricular activities, and the annual Christmas Program, most events were 

modified to a virtual platform. Students were able to attend Friday school Mass one grade level at a time 

while the rest of the student body viewed Mass virtually from their classrooms. The 4th graders even put on 

the annual Pet Blessing virtually! The Diocese successfully held their annual Night of Hope fundraiser and 

raised a record-breaking sum to offer much-needed tuition relief for many students. Using this successful 

model, our annual St. John Bosco School Gala was held virtually with much success as well. We were able to 

raise $70,000 virtually to continue funding our school curriculum and technology needs.

With so many pandemic-related unknowns and hurdles, SJB was able to rise above and continue 

providing a quality Catholic education on campus all year. Teachers taught students in class and 

at home synchronously utilizing the Google Meets platform. Students were able to access assignments, 

videos, tests, and more in their Google Classrooms. Maintenance staff and teachers sanitized desks, tables, 

chairs, playground equipment, etc. several times a day. Administrators and enrichment teachers ran a valet 

carpool service before and after school so all students could enter campus safely and efficiently as parents 

and volunteers were unable to enter the campus all year. A dedicated lunchroom staff ensured all students 

could eat lunch in the MPR all year with sanitized tables facing all one direction and physically spaced in 

accordance with CDC guidelines. The lunch food service even provided individual containers for each 

student's lunch.



      ST.  JOHN BOSCO CATHOLIC SCHOOL

While many aspects of the school year required adaptations due to the COVID-19 pandemic, we are 

proud of many achievements despite the challenges:

• Enrollment rose by 9.4% (30 students) 

• Our Preschool received a grant to update the Preschool Playground

• Our Robo  cs Team won State Engineering Award

• Our Preschool was voted the Best of Ahwatukee

• Mrs. Jamie Bescak was voted Best Elementary Teacher in Ahwatukee

The end of this unique school year also brought leadership changes. Mrs. Anita Petitti retired as principal 

after six years of dedication to St. John Bosco Catholic School and almost three decades in the Diocese 

of Phoenix. I was hired as her successor and took the reins as the next principal of SJB, starting July 1, 2021. 

Mrs. Jamie Bescak
Principal

      ST.  JOHN BOSCO INCOME & EXPENSES

Total Income            $2,367,042

   (Tuition, fees, Aid, Scrip, Fundraising, Activities)  

Total Expenditures  $2,393,321  
   (Admin., Building Mainenance, Class Activites, Instructional Programs, Scrip, Fundraising)

Net Surplus (Deficit)         (26,279)  

                    2020 2021

NOTE: Proac  ve eff orts were made at the end of the 2019/2020 fi scal year to overcome unforeseen 

challenges resul  ng from the pandemic, including the budget defi cit and poten  al fl uctua  on in 

enrollment. We applied for and have received several grants to help address the defi cit for the 2021-

22 school year.



Each of us, by virtue of our bap  sm, is called to be living disciples of Christ and share the Good News with others 

through our ac  ons and words. We embrace this call to serve by sharing our blessings and gi  s of  me, talent, and 

treasure with those most in need as we work together to care for and strengthen the Kingdom of God. 

Jesus asks us to demonstrate our love for him through kindness and generosity in our everyday lives. We are 

grateful to have an incredible parish community that does just that. Many parishioners commit a certain number 

of hours each week to prayer and charitable ac  vi  es. This past year, St. Benedict parishioners impacted the lives 

of hundreds of individuals and families in need through various ministry outreach opportuni  es and parish events, 

including: the Christmas Giving Tree, Refugee Resettlement Ministry, St. Vincent de Paul on-site food pantry, 

serving meals to the homeless, Family Promise, Feed My Starving Children, Maggie’s Place, crocheting blankets 

for comfort, visiting the sick and elderly, Bereavement Support Group, and bringing Holy Communion to the 

homebound.

         DISCIPLESHIP    

MAKING A DIFFERENCE


