
Reconcilia  on

Mass Schedule

Parish Mission Statement
We are a vibrant and welcoming Catholic Church community that 
recognizes God’s presence in all through our love and service. 

Parish Vision Statement
Build the Kingdom of God, individually and communally, by fostering 
discipleship and thanksgiving through:
    •  the celebra  on of Eucharist and other sacraments,
    •  prayer and lifelong Catholic forma  on,
    •  service with and for one another and the greater community.

St. Benedict Catholic Church   |   www.stbenedict.org
16223 S 48th St. Phoenix, AZ 85048   |   480.961.1610 

St. John Bosco Catholic School   |   www.sjbosco.org
16035 S 48th St. Phoenix, AZ 85048   |   480.219.4848

Monday, 2/20
     President’s Day/
        Parish Offi  ce Closed
     8:15 am | Mass

Wednesday, 2/22
    Ash Wednesday
    Masses: (see inside)
    6:30 pm | Parish Rosary/
                        SJB MPR

Offi  ce Hours

Mass Inten  onsUpcoming Eventsss
For a complete calendar of events, please visit stbenedict.org/calendar

Thursday, 2/23
      8:15 am | Mass
      6 pm | Choir Prac  ce

Friday, 2/24
    8:15 am | Mass
    5 pm | Confessions
    6 pm | Sta  ons of
            the Cross (SJB)

Saturday, 2/25
    8:30 am | Confessions
    5 pm | Mass

“where all are welcome”

February 19, 2023

Seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time

Monday - Thursday  9 am - 5 pm
Fridays  9 am - 3 pm

Closed Daily  12 pm - 1 pm

Weekends and 8:15am Fridays at SJB MPR: 
Saturday 5 pm, Sunday 7, 9, 11 am, 5 pm

Weekdays Mon-Thurs, St. Benedict Chapel: 8:15 am

Fri 5-6 pm, Sat 8:30-9:30 am, St. Benedict Chapel

Tuesday, 2/21
    8:15 am | Mass
    6:15 pm | JAM
    6:15 pm | JOF

Our God shows mercy and graciousness.
~ Psalm 103

”“

Sunday, 2/19/2023
 7 am | Chris  na Loh †
 9 am | Parishioners
11 am | Ramon Avila †
 5 pm | Mary Gorski †

M  2/20 | Steve McWilliams †
Tu 2/21 | Cecile Cannon †
W 2/22, 7am | Chris  na Loh †
          9 am | Chris  na Loh †
          5 pm | Chris  na Loh †
          7 pm | Hans Olsson †

Th 2/23 | Charles Perdue †
F    2/24 | Nicole Cortez †
Sat 2/25 | Chris  na Loh †

Sunday, 2/26/2023
 7 am | Marlene Gorski †
 9 am | Tom Mowchan †
11 am | Parishioners
 5 pm | Chris  na Loh †
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Liturgy & Administra  on

Scripture Readings 
Monday: Sir 1:1-10; Ps 93:1-2, 5; 
2/20 Mk 9:14-29

Tuesday: Sir 2:1-11; Ps 37:3-4, 18-19, 
2/21 27-28, 39-40; Mk 9:30-37

Wednesday: Jl 2:12-18; Ps 51:3-6ab, 12-14, 
2/22 17; 2 Cor 5:20—6:2; 
 Mt 6:1-6, 16-18
 (Ash Wednesday)

Thursday: Dt 30:15-20; Ps 1:1-4, 6; 
2/23 Lk 9:22-25

Friday: Is 58:1-9a; Ps 51:3-6ab, 18-19; 
2/24 Mt 9:14-15

Saturday: Is 58:9b-14; Ps 86:1-6; 
2/25 Lk 5:27-32

Sunday: Gn 2:7-9; 3:1-7; Ps 51:3-6, 
2/26 12-13, 17; Rom 5:12-19; 
 Mt 4:1-11

Pastor - Fr. James Aboyi, VC   Ext. 302
fraboyi@stbenedict.org

Parochial Vicar - Fr. Manasseh Iorchir, VC Ext 306
frmanasseh@stbenedict.org

Offi  ce Manager - Mary Jane Livens   Ext. 304
mlivens@stbenedict.org 

Children’s Forma  on - Heather Mooney Ext. 308
hmooney@stbenedict.org

Deacon - Ed Winkelbauer  Ext. 300
dcned@stbenedict.org

Dir. Music/Liturgy - Phil Arkfeld, Ext. 311
parkfeld@stbenedict.org

Stewardship/Engagement - Maryola Fabilena Ext. 309
mfabilena@stbenedict.org

Youth Ministry -  Open

Contact the Parish Offi  ce at 480.961.1610.Front Offi  ce/Admin. Asst. - Amy Fletcher Ext. 300
afl etcher@stbenedict.org
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Parish 
Contribu  ons

A special thank you to 
those who are faithfully 

contribu  ng
Regular Contribu  ons for 

Jan 2023
(Plate)

Actual:         $  78,879*
Budget:      $  89,038
*  Faith Direct & Realm 

Online: $ 49,930
Cash/Check: $ 28,949

(Contribu  ons are recorded 
on a monthly basis per 

fi scal year
July 1, ‘22 to June 30, ‘23)

Construc  on Project
January 2023
(Month End)

TOTAL COST:       $8,400,000

Total Expenses
Paid To Date:        $3,435,061

Remaining
Balance of Cost:   $4,964,939

TOTAL AMOUNT
AVAILABLE
(Cash on Hand &
Line of Credit):      $4,287,109

Addi  onal Funds
Need to Raise:         $677,830

Ash Wednesday Mass and
Prayer Service Schedule

Wednesday, February 22 is Ash Wednesday. 
Please plan to join us at one of these  mes:

Masses with Ashes:  
     7 am - St. Benedict Chapel
     9 am, 5 pm, 7 pm - St. John 

Bosco School MPR

Prayer Service with Ashes:  
     12 Noon - St. Benedict Chapel

St. Benedict Church
Charity &

Development Appeal
Totals

Feb 19, 2023
Number of Donors:    83

Amount Donated:   $20,444
Dona  ons Goal:     $85,000
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A Reflection by Fr. Manasseh

“BE HOLY AS YOUR HEAVENLY FATHER IS HOLY.”
The Gospel passage this weekend is a comple  on of the subunit in the “Sermon on the Mount” corpus where 
Jesus engaged His disciples in a discourse on the Law. This subunit can be found in Ma  hew 5:17-48 and 
deals with Jesus’ teaching of the irreplaceability of the Law of God which can be truly observed from the pure 
mo  ve of love. In the fi rst part of this subunit, Jesus makes use of four of the Commandments to deepen our 
understanding of the Law by insis  ng on, not only external observance of the Torah, but also on true internal 
conversion that admits only love as the genuine mo  ve of the Law. Jesus completes the discourse on the Law, 
through cri  cal examina  on and elucida  on of two more ar  cles of the Law, how the virtue of His would-be 
disciples must exceed that of the Scribes and Pharisees, transcending external observances and mere religiosity 
to embrace true Chris  an Spirituality which aims at Holiness in radical imita  on of God’s holiness.

The First Reading provided a background to what Jesus would elucidate in the Gospel passage. In the Book 
of Levi  cus, God directed Moses to instruct the People of Israel to be Holy as God is Holy. This invita  on to 
par  cipate in Divine Holiness is followed by an explana  on of some of the required ingredients of Holiness. 
The adherent of the Law is instructed to neither bear hatred against his neighbor nor take revenge for off enses 
commi  ed against him, but to love his neighbor as he loves himself. The existence of this Commandment 
in the Torah clearly tes  fi es to the orthodoxy of Jesus’ teaching that prohibited revenge, resentment and 
grudges against one’s neighbor. However, this Commandment as found in the Torah prohibited hatred, 
vengeance and grudges only against one’s “neighbor” and “brothers,” it was limited in its extent to fellow 
Israelites. What Jesus did was to expand the kind of loving rela  onship God commanded between individual 
Israelites to include all human beings. Israel had been a laboratory or exercise room where the law of love 
was put into prac  ce fi rst, in a constrained environment, a law that had been further constrained by the 
skewed interpreta  on of the religious elites who permi  ed “controlled” vengeance and restricted in scope 
the obliga  on to love only those who held mutual sen  ments. Jesus revealed the true intent of the law of 
love and expanded the scope of its principle and prac  ce to all humanity.

Recall that the springboard on which Jesus leaped into the elucida  on on the law of love was “if your 
righteousness does not exceed that of the Scribes and Pharisee, you will not enter the Kingdom of God.” Thus, 
whereas the religious elites permi  ed propor  onate vengeance as jus  ce, Jesus admonished His disciples 
to aim higher by not seeking revenge at all; and whereas the Pharisees and Scribes taught the people to love 
fellow Israelites who share mutual sen  ments, Jesus directed His disciples to do something more diffi  cult 
and radical: love even those who hate you. This is the high point of divergence between the interpreta  on 
of the law of love by the Rabbis and Jesus’ teaching on the same principle. Love for even those who hate 
you is also a signifi cant departure from human nature and a principle that sets Chris  anity apart when truly 
prac  ced. However, this expansion of the law of love to include the love of even those who hate us is a sure 
way of demonstra  ng our level of imita  on of the Holiness of God. The Chris  an who wishes to love like God 
loves, to be Holy as God is Holy must strive not only to love those who are likely to reciprocate his love, but 
also those who evidently hate him. This is a diffi  cult principle to prac  ce, but Jesus demonstrated that it is 
prac  cable by forgiving those who ridiculed him as He endured His passion on the Cross.

May we be aided by Grace to desire and seek to imitate God’s perfec  on.

Please be kind and may God bless you. 

Fr. Manasseh
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Current Events and More

Update on the Construc  on of Our New Worship Space
Much of the internal work con  nues, yet viewing it is limited to those of us who are allowed in the building. We 
will con  nue to post photos illustra  ng the ongoing work, including the air-condi  oning and framing work.
The new crosses for the bell tower and the upper front (west end) of the building have arrived. We are wai  ng 
for the City to inspect and approve the fl ooring support for the bell tower before the installa  on of the fl oor. In 
addi  on, the construc  on of the bell tower roof, which will be done on the ground, will commence. Upon the 
comple  on of the tower roof, a crane will be used to li   it up, then the large cross will be installed a  er that.

This week’s photos:
1. Looking from the Sanctuary: choir lo   framing; cry room at lower le  ; main entryway at lower center; 

framing that will hide the south stairway to the choir lo  .  
2. Arch under the bell tower, looking north towards the church; gi   shop entrance on the le   under the tower.
3. The new external crosses that were delivered.
4. The Chapel air-condi  oning work underway.

                1                                                2                                                 3                                                 4

Stations of the Cross
Please join us for one or all of our Sta  ons of the 
Cross gatherings outside in the St. John Bosco School 
courtyard. Each Friday at 6 pm during Lent a ministry 
or group will lead us through the Sta  ons. Join us for 
Sta  ons and a simple meal a  erwards.

February 24
Knights of Columbus

March 3
Scouts

March 10
Women’s Spirituality

March 17
St. Vincent de Paul

March 24
St. John Bosco School

March 31
Altar Servers

Parish Picnic This Weekend
Get ready for a wonderful a  ernoon at this 
year’s Parish Picnic on Sunday, February 19, from 12:30 
to 3 pm, at Desert Breeze Park in Chandler (660 N. 
Desert Breeze Blvd. E., Chandler, AZ 85226). Enjoy lunch, 
fellowship, games, music, lip sync contest and more! Join 
us at the three ramadas at the south end of the park.

Angry Crab Shack Dining Fundraiser
Friends and family - looking for a great place to get fi sh 
this Lent? Come to our dining fundraiser at the new 
Tempe loca  on of the Angry Crab Shack (off  Warner 
and Kyrene) on Sunday, February 26, any  me between 
11 am and 10 pm. Men  on St. Benedict to your server. 
All fundraising proceeds will go to the Building Fund. 
Hope to see you there!
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Faith Forma  on and More

Happenings
in Children and Youth

Faith Forma  on
Sunday, February 19

NO Catechesis of the Good Shepherd
Children’s Liturgy of the Word

EPIC

Tuesday, February 21
JAM - Mardi Gras

Journey of Faith - Mardi Gras

Sunday, February 26
Catechesis of the Good Shepherd

Children’s Liturgy of the Word
EPIC

Tuesday, February 28
JAM

Journey of Faith

Vaca  on Bible School Needs You
Planning for the St. Benedict STELLAR VBS is beginning 
soon and we need dozens of adult and high school 
volunteers to make this year OUT OF THIS WORLD! 
Whether you like to volunteer behind the scenes, lead 
ac  vi  es, have  me before the event or during the week 
- there is something for everyone. You are sure to have 
a fun and faith-fi lled week! Contact Heather Mooney at 
hmooney@stbenedict.org.

Charity and Development 
Appeal
The Lord is kind and merciful.
                                              (Psalm 103)
These words from the Psalmist tell us 
about the heart of God. He is a kind and 
merciful Father who lovingly provides for the needs of 
His children! As Chris  ans, our lives are transformed by 
this great love, and we are called to go forth and share 
the Good News we have received with those around us. 
Your gi   to the Charity and Development Appeal (CDA) 
shares the love and mercy of Jesus with thousands of 
individuals and families in need through inten  onal 
care, accompaniment, and life-saving support. Make 
your gi   online today at www.give.dphx.org.

Fas  ng & Abs  nence During Lent
As Catholics we fast and abstain from certain foods 
during Lent. Catholics between the ages of 18 and 
59 are obliged to fast on Ash Wednesday and Good 
Friday. In addi  on, All Catholics, 14-years and older, 
abstain from meat on Ash Wednesday, Good Friday, 
and all the Fridays during Lent.
Fas  ng means partaking of only one full meal. Some 
food (not equaling another full meal) is permi  ed at 
breakfast, around midday, or in the evening depending 
upon when a person chooses to eat the main or full 
meal. Abs  nence forbids the use of meat, but not of 
eggs, milk products or bu  er.

Journey of Faith News
This Tuesday, February 21, Journey of Faith & JAM 
families are invited to join in our annual Mardi 
Gras Family Celebra  on as we prepare to begin the 
season of Lent together. This is always a lot of fun! 
For ques  ons, contact Heather in the parish offi  ce at 
480.961.1610, ext. 308. 

Baby Bo  le Drive
The Aid to Women Center 
off ers resources and compassionate care for those 
facing planned or unplanned pregnancies. This weekend 
we will hear about their eff orts and they will distribute 
empty baby bo  les to fi ll with a dona  on (cash or 
check). Next weekend they will be collec  ng the fi lled 
baby bo  les. Thanks so much for your dona  on.

Pastoral Care
Please remember in your prayers Donna Branson 
(sister of Kathy McCluskey) who died recently. We 
pray that her family and friends will feel God’s healing 
embrace through the prayers and support of our faith 
community.
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Ministries & More

Knights of Columbus
Charity begins at home, because it is here that it can and 
should be learned and prac  ced. It is fi rst and foremost 
necessary for Chris  an peace in the home. If there is 
peace and harmony between husband and wife, as there 
will be if both are truly charitable, the children will learn 
too to be understanding and forgiving. Such a home will 
be a truly happy home even if it has li  le of the world’s 
riches. Our charity must spread from the home to our 
neighbors–to all those with whom we have contact.

Ac  vi  es:
Parish Rosary - Join us to pray the Rosary at 6:30 pm 
in the SJB MPR on Wednesday, Feb 22, before the Ash 
Wednesday Mass.
Movie Night - The Knights will be showing “Father Stu” 
in the St. Benedict Conference Room on Thursday, Feb 
23 at 7:30 pm. Join us for fellowship and refreshments.
Silver Rose/Ultrasound Machine - Knights will be 
passing out Silver Rose decals and asking for dona  ons 
next weekend, Feb 25 and 26.

Join online to become a Knight of Columbus at 
www.kofc.org/joinus and enter “Council 12246” and 
“GKWAP”.

Vivat Jesus,
Isauro Amaro, Grand Knight
Fr. Bob Binta Council # 12246
480.748.1449
grandknight@kofc12246.org

Lectors... Michele, micheleedison@aol.com
Linens... Mary Jane, 480.961.1610 ext. 304 
Music/Choir... Phil A., 480.961.1610 ext. 311
Pastoral Care... Kathy, kathy.mccluskey@cox.net
Pastoral Council... Russ, pastoralcouncil@stbenedict.org
Refugee Rese  lement... Dave, zabor@cox.net
Sacristans... Be  e, blaatsch69@gmail.com
St. Vincent de Paul... Phil W., 480.961.1610 ext. 315
Walking With Moms... Rama, selena91907@hotmail.com
Women’s Spirituality... Nora, nmphillips@cox.net

Ministry Contacts
Audio-Visual... Sco  , av@stbenedict.org
Altar Servers... Dcn. Ed, edlinda@cox.net
Art & Env... Cathy, cathytempleton_1@cox.net
Bap  sms... Linda, edlinda@cox.net
EMHCs... Val & Al, eeotz1@gmail.com
Events/Helping Hands... Lani, events@stbenedict.org
Finance Council... Debbie, dsmith@stbenedict.org
Hospitality... Karen, karenmains@msn.com
Knights of Columbus... Isauro, 480.748.1449

In January, we helped 64 families with 92 bags of 
groceries, $850 in grocery cards for meat and $6,362 
in fi nancial assistance thanks to your generous 
dona  ons. If you would like to help us further, 
consider dona  ng via Realm or the St. Vincent de 
Paul Poor Box. 
If you are in need assistance or informa  on, call the 
parish offi  ce at 480.961.1610 ext. 315.

St. Vincent de Paul
We pray for God’s con  nued blessings as 
we serve those in need. The pantry is in 
need of the following:

• Condi  oner
• Body Lo  on
• Dish Soap

• Deodorant
• Shaving Cream
• Shavers

C.E.A. - Arizona
By direc  ng your state 
tax liability to Catholic 
Educa  on Arizona, 
thousands of children 
have access to quality 
educa  on that best 
meets their needs. Best 
of all, your tax credit 
contribu  on lasts a 
life  me:
*99%  Gradua  on Rate,
*97% Matriculate to 
Higher Educa  on or 
Military Service.
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A Note From The SJB Principal
Dear Parishioners,

Thank you to all for suppor  ng our annual Bosco Gala, “Cheers to 21 years of Academic 
Excellence, Faith, and Community.” The event was amazing and we exceeded our goal with 
a profi t of $ 164,064.17! The funds from this event will tremendously benefi t our school by providing ELA 
curriculum in K-8, technology upgrades, and classroom materials for every teacher. We are truly grateful 
for your generosity and support for the students of St. John Bosco. 

And since we achieved our goal, the en  re SJB community is invited to a  end “Paint the Principal” Tuesday, 
February 28 at 2:00 PM in our courtyard. Students will be given blue and yellow paint to decorate lucky 
Mrs. Bescak! You won’t want to miss this colorful event! 

Speaking of lucky, congratula  ons to the Snyder Family for winning the “50/50 Raffl  e” and the “Heads & 
Tails Game.” Thank you to everyone who purchased a  cket to help support our beloved school. Maybe 
next year your family will be the lucky winner!
Joyful Blessings, 
Jamie Bescak, M.Ed., Principal 
480.219.4848


