
Reconcilia  on

Mass Schedule

Parish Mission Statement
We are a vibrant and welcoming Catholic Church community that 
recognizes God’s presence in all through our love and service. 

Parish Vision Statement
Build the Kingdom of God, individually and communally, by fostering 
discipleship and thanksgiving through:
    •  the celebra  on of Eucharist and other sacraments,
    •  prayer and lifelong Catholic forma  on,
    •  service with and for one another and the greater community.

St. Benedict Catholic Church   |   www.stbenedict.org
16223 S 48th St. Phoenix, AZ 85048   |   480.961.1610 

St. John Bosco Catholic School   |   www.sjbosco.org
16035 S 48th St. Phoenix, AZ 85048   |   480.219.4848

Monday, 12/11
    8:15 am | Mass

Wednesday, 12/13
    8:15 am | Mass
    5 pm | Finance Council

Offi  ce Hours

Mass Inten  onsUpcoming Eventsss
For a complete calendar of events, please visit stbenedict.org/calendar

Thursday, 12/14
      8:15 am | Mass
      6 pm | Knights of
                 Columbus

Friday, 12/15
    8:15 am | Mass
    5 pm | Confessions

Saturday, 12/16
    8 am | Confessions
    10 am | “Coping with Grief 
                   During Holidays”
    5 pm | Mass

“where all are welcome”

December 10, 2023

       Second Sunday of Advent

Monday - Thursday  9 am - 5 pm
Fridays  9 am - 3 pm

Closed Daily  12 pm - 1 pm

Weekends at the St. John Bosco School MPR: 
Saturday 5 pm, Sunday 7, 9, 11 am, 5 pm

Weekdays Mon-Thurs, St. Benedict Chapel: 8:15 am
Weekdays on Fri 8:15 am, St. John Bosco School MPR

Fri 5-6 pm, Sat 8-9 am, St. Benedict Chapel

Tuesday, 12/12
Our Lady of Guadalupe
    8:15 am | Mass
    7 pm | Mass

Lord, let us see your kindness,
and grant us your salva  on.

~ Ps 85
”

“

Sunday, 12/10/2023
7 am |  Nunez Family †
9 am | Eugene Laatsch †

11 am | Chris  na Loh †
5 pm | Parishioners

M 12/11 | Camille Alcasid (lvg)
Tu 12/12 | 
    8:15 am | Apolinar & Lucia 
          Samin †
    7 pm | Lynne  e Barr †
W 12/13 | Socorro Slater †

Th 12/14 | Jennifer Mascola †
F  12/15 | Gerardo Aguilar (lvg)
Sa 12/16 | Ann Bayer †

Sunday, 12/17/2023
7 am |  Parishioners
9 am | Hans Olsson †

11 am | Mar Roque †
5 pm | Robert Francis
                  Bauer †
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Liturgy & Administra  on

Scripture Readings 
Monday: Is 35:1-10; Ps 85:9ab, 10-14;
12/11 Lk 5:17-26

Tuesday: Zec 2:14-17; Jdt 13:18bcde, 19;
12/12 Lk 1:26-38
 (Our Lady of Guadalupe)

Wednesday: Is 40:25-31; Ps 103:1-4, 8, 10;
12/13 Mt 11:28-30
 (St. Lucy)

Thursday: Is 41:13-20; Ps 145:1, 9, 
12/14 10-13ab; Mt 11:11-15
 (St. John of the Cross)

Friday: Is 48:17-19; Ps 1:1-6;
12/15 Mt 11:16-19

Saturday: Sir 48:1-4, 9-11; Ps 80:2ac, 3b,
12/16 15-16, 18-19; Mt 17:9a, 10-13

Sunday: Is 61:1-2a, 10-11; Lk 1:46-50, 
12/17 53-54 (Is 61:10b); 1 Thes 5:16-
 24; Jn 1:6-8, 19-28

Pastor - Fr. James Aboyi, VC x 302
 fraboyi@stbenedict.org
Parochial Vicar - Fr. Manasseh Iorchir, VC x 306
 frmanasseh@stbenedict.org
Offi  ce Manager - Mary Jane Livens  x 304
 mlivens@stbenedict.org 
Children’s Forma  on - Heather Mooney x 308
 hmooney@stbenedict.org

Deacon - Ed Winkelbauer   x 300
 dcned@stbenedict.org
Dir. Evangelization/Formation - Sr. Ruth de la Cruz, OP x 303

srruth@stbenedict.org
Dir. Music/Liturgy - Phil Arkfeld x 311

parkfeld@stbenedict.org 
Stewardship/Engagement - Maryola Fabilena x 309
 mfabilena@stbenedict.org
Youth/Campus Ministry - Sr. Delia Obenza, OP x 307
 srdelia@stbenedict.org

Front Offi  ce/Admin. Asst. - Amy Fletcher  x 300
 afl etcher@stbenedict.org
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Parish 
Contribu  ons

A special thank you to 
those who are faithfully 

contribu  ng

Regular Contribu  ons for 
October 2023

Actual:         $  71,849*
Budget:      $  78,352

*  Realm 
Online: $ 42,184

Cash/Check: $ 29,665

(Contribu  ons are recorded 
on a monthly basis per 

fi scal year
July 1, ‘23 to June 30, ‘24)

Construc  on
Project

October 31, 2023

TOTAL COST:       $8,939,249

Total Expenses
Paid To Date:        $6,687,725

Remaining
Balance of Cost:   $2,251,524

TOTAL AMOUNT
AVAILABLE
(Cash on Hand &
Line of Credit):      $2,115,553

Addi  onal Funds
Need to Raise:         $135,971

Contact the Parish Offi  ce at 480.961.1610

Live the Liturgy
Inspira  on for the Week

Christ is making a journey
into each of our hearts this Advent.
Clear away whatever blocks his way.

Make straight the path.

Invite him in.

©LPi
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A Reflection by Fr. Manasseh

“PREPARE THE WAY FOR THE LORD, MAKE STRAIGHT HIS PATHS.”
Apart from the Lord Jesus, Himself, and Mary, His blessed mother, no other New Testament protagonist gets 
more “individual air  me” like John the Bap  st in the Liturgy of the Church. The Church celebrates both his 
na  vity (June 24) and his martyrdom (August 29). He is also given special men  on in the earthly life of Jesus, 
especially in His early life and at the beginning of Christ’s public ministry. John is presented as a close rela  ve 
of Jesus who precedes Christ in earthly birth. Like Jesus, his birth is foretold and his name was predetermined 
by God via an Angel (Luke 1:13). He is credited with an encounter with Christ while both were in their 
mother’s womb (Luke 1:41); he bap  zed Christ and witnessed the beginning of His public ministry, and it was 
he who pointed Christ out to his disciples and called Him “the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world” 
(John 1:29). Jesus Himself described John as the greatest of all the children born of women (Ma  hew 11:11). 
On the Second Sunday of Advent, we are introduced to this enigma  c Scriptural character.

In the First Reading, the Prophet Isaiah voices the promise of God that “a voice” shall cry out in the desert, 
requiring all people to prepare the way for the Lord. This voice shall demand that all make straight the way 
of the Lord, fi ll every valley, make low every mountain and make plain the rugged land before the glory of 
the Lord would be revealed. This clearly is a prophecy about the coming of John the Bap  st who would 
precede the Messiah and act as his precursor, calling all to repentance and reconcilia  on with God.

The Gospel passage, which is taken from the beginning of Mark’s Gospel, indicates that John the Bap  st 
is clearly the fulfi llment of the Oracle of Isaiah who declared, “behold, I am sending my messenger ahead of 
you; he will prepare your way.” He preached a bap  sm of repentance for the forgiveness of sins and bap  zed 
people from the Judean countryside and the inhabitants of Jerusalem who came to him by the River 
Jordan where he was ministering. It is worth no  ng that Israel crossed the Jordan as they entered into the 
Promised Land. As the coming of the Messiah drew near, the Jordan once more was used to off er ritual 
washing as a declara  on of intent to enter in the promised “Kingdom” that He would establish.

One striking thing about John was his humility. Not only did he dress, feed and act quite humbly, he also 
refused to take upon himself a name and ministry that was not allo  ed to him. He declared “One migh  er 
than I is coming a  er me...I have bap  zed you with water; He will bap  ze you with the Holy Spirit.”  John aff ords 
us a lesson in humility. Humility is not necessarily a nega  ve debasement of ourselves; it is an honest 
recogni  on of our true self which is perpetually in need of something other than ourselves to complete 
and place us at the threshold of self-realiza  on and fulfi llment. The person who is blessed with the virtue 
of humility realizes that, in spite of our gi  edness, we are in constant need of God’s Grace to achieve 
self-realiza  on. We may be gi  ed, even with unique and awesome spiritual gi  s, but we need humility 
to discern that, without Christ and outside of His Holy will and Kingdom, we are mere empty vessels. No 
wonder, St. Augus  ne of Hippo said, “Humility is the founda  on of all other virtues; hence, in the soul in which 
this virtue does not exist there cannot be any other virtue except in mere appearance.”

May the Season of Advent provide for us the opportunity for renewal through repentance and may we be 
granted the virtue of humility that we may recognize Christ when He comes.

Please be kind and may God bless you.

Fr. Manasseh
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Current Events and More

“Coping With Grief During the Holidays”
If you are grieving the loss of a loved one, please 
consider joining us to recognize the uniqueness of 
grief during the holidays. We will iden  fy some coping 
mechanisms for grief and discuss the ways to assist 
children with their grief. 
Join us on  Saturday, December 16, from 10 am to 
11:30 am  in the St. Benedict Conference Room (Annex 
1). Please RSVP at pastoralcare@stbenedict.org.

Advent Penance Service
The Communal Advent Penance Service for St. Benedict 
will be on Tuesday, December 19, at 7 pm at the St. 
John Bosco School MPR and Courtyard. The evening 
will begin together in the MPR with prayer and an 
examina  on of conscience. Individual confessions will 
follow. Priests from our neighboring parishes will be 
available to hear confessions. 
More parish schedules include:
Tues Dec 12, 7 pm ---------- Our Lady of Mt. Carmel
Thurs Dec 14, 7 pm --------- Corpus Chris  
Tues Dec 19, 7 pm ---------- St. Benedict

Feast of
Our Lady of Guadalupe
On Tuesday, December 12, we will 
celebrate the Feast of Our Lady of 
Guadalupe with a Bi-lingual Mass at 
7 pm in the St. John Bosco School 
Mul  purpose Room. Our Lady 
of Guadalupe is the Patron Saint 
of our Diocese and her feast day 
commemorates the appearance of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary to Juan Diego in 1531. Join us!

Re  rement Fund for the Religious
Tens of thousands of senior sisters, brothers, and 
religious order priests have dedicated their lives to 
sharing their faith. Genera  ons of Catholics recall, 
with gra  tude, their work in Catholic schools, 
hospitals, and social service agencies. Yet, years of 
ministering for li  le or no pay came at a price and now 
their religious communi  es lack adequate savings for 
re  rement and eldercare. 
Your gi   this weekend to the Re  rement Fund for 
Religious helps provide prescrip  on medica  ons, 
nursing care, and more. Envelopes are available at 
the back of the MPR. Thank you for your generosity!

Christmas Ornaments
We are very close, but will not 
be home for Christmas this year! 
Due to the lack of holding and 
storage space, we will not have an Angel Giving Tree 
but we hope to have it back next year. 
This year, we have Christmas trees in the back of 
the MPR during the month of December adorned 
with beau  ful ornaments. The ornaments have 
diff erent dollar amounts as a suggested dona  on. 
All dona  ons go towards closing the funding gap 
of our construc  on project and for parish opera  ng 
expenses. We hope you can help and enjoy displaying 
the ornaments in your home.  

Fry’s Rewards
Did you know that you can support St. 
Benedict simply by shopping at Fry’s using 
your Fry’s VIP Card? It does not cost you anything, but 
greatly benefi ts our parish!
Go to “My Account” (top right corner under your name), 
click  on “Community Rewards” (on the right), and select 
“Parish of St. Benedict” as your choice, Organiza  on 
Number PF507. Each quarter you will get a total of the 
amount donated...we thank you in advance!

Scouts Gathering Mistletoe
Each year the Scouts of the parish head up 
to northern Arizona to collect mistletoe for 
their annual fundraiser that helps to pay 
for some of their ac  vi  es and badges. Next weekend, 
be sure to stop by their table outside a  er Mass and pick 
up some mistletoe for your holiday decora  ng!
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Faith Forma  on and More

Happenings
in Children and Youth

Faith Forma  on
Sunday, Dec 10

Liturgy of the Word with Children
Catechesis of the Good Shepherd

EPIC

Tuesday, Dec 12
JAM

Journey of Faith

Sunday, Dec 17
Liturgy of the Word with Children

NO Catechesis of the Good Shepherd
NO EPIC

The Season of Advent
This  me of year is o  en busy for families, fi lled with high 
expecta  ons and long to-do lists. It is important to slow 
down and refl ect upon the true meaning of Advent, as we 
prepare our hearts for the coming of Jesus. Some weekly 
ques  ons for families to explore together during dinner, at 
bed  me, on a walk, or even individually in a journal are: 
Week 1: How can we spread the hope of Christ in our 
community? 
Week 2: What can we do this week to bring the love 
of Christ to someone in need? 
Week 3: How can we share the joy and an  cipa  on of 
Christ’s coming with others? 
Week 4: What areas in my life am I most in need of 
Christ’s peace? 

A  en  on: Journey of Faith, JAM, 
Catechesis of the Good Shepherd Families 
and EPIC Families
Hey parents and kids! Join us Tuesday evening, 
December 12 for Christmas Caroling at Clearwater 
Assisted Living (formerly Genera  ons) located around 
the corner from St. Benedict at 15815 S. 50th Street 
(on 50th St., just south of Chandler Blvd). Help us 
bring the warmth of our St. Benedict Faith Forma  on 
community to our senior neighbors and share the joy 
of the Advent Season!  
Meet in the Clearwater parking lot between 5:15 
and 5:25pm. Caroling from 5:30pm to 6:15pm in the 
Memory Care & main dining hall. A  er we sing, families 
can spend some  me visi  ng with the residents and 
enjoying hot cocoa. 
Contact Heather Mooney for details at hmooney@
stbenedict.org.

Children:  We Need Your Help!
Would you like to be involved in the monthly Children’s Mass? 
Are you looking for a way to serve our St. Benedict community? 
We are in need of addi  onal children Lectors and Hospitality 
Ministers for the upcoming four Children’s Masses in 
the Spring! Lectors proclaim the Word during Mass and 
Hospitality Ministers welcome parishioners, pass collec  on 
baskets, guide the Communion lines, and hand out bulle  ns 
a  er Mass. Training and support are provided! 
Interested? Please contact Heather at hmooney@stbenedict.org
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Ministries & More

Lectors... Michele, micheleedison@aol.com
Linens... Mary Jane, 480.961.1610 ext. 304 
Music/Choir... Phil A., 480.961.1610 ext. 311
Pastoral Care... Kathy, kathy.mccluskey@cox.net
Pastoral Council... Russ, pastoralcouncil@stbenedict.org
Refugee Rese  lement... Dave, zabor@cox.net
Sacristans... Be  e, blaatsch69@gmail.com
St. Vincent de Paul... Phil W., 480.961.1610 ext. 315
Walking With Moms... Rama, selena91907@hotmail.com
Women’s Spirituality... Nora, nmphillips@cox.net

Ministry Contacts
Audio-Visual... Sco  , av@stbenedict.org
Altar Servers... Ken, dken-1@hotmail.com
Art & Env... Cathy, cathytempleton_1@cox.net
Bap  sms... Sr. Ruth, srruth@stbenedict.org
EMHCs... Russ, rustlespencer@gmail.com
Events/Helping Hands... Lani, events@stbenedict.org
Finance Council... Debbie, dsmith@stbenedict.org
Hospitality... Karen, karenmains@msn.com
Knights of Columbus... Isauro, 480.748.1449

If you are in need St. Vincent de Paul assistance or 
informa  on, call the parish offi  ce at 480.961.1610 
ext. 315.

St. Vincent de Paul
Thank you so much for your con  nued 
support of the onsite pantry here at St. 
Benedict. Here are a few items that are 
currently needed:

• Snacks
• Mayonnaise
• Feminine Hygiene

• Canned Fruit
• Jelly/Jam
• Juice Boxes

Holiday Mass Schedule*
Fourth Sunday of Advent Schedule

Sat 5pm, Sun 7am, 9am, & 11am

Christmas Schedule:
Sun 4pm, 6pm, 8pm & 11pm

Mon 9 am & 11 am

Save the Date:  Parish Picnic
Sunday, February 18, 12:30 to 3 pm
It’s going to be a beau  ful day to be at the park! 
Plan to a  end this year’s event at Desert Breeze 
Park for a wonderful day of food, fun and ge   ng 
together with our parishioners! Lawn games, 
music and more! Enjoy a free lunch of hotdogs and 
hamburgers that our Knights of Columbus will grill 
up for us. Bring your own picnic blankets and chairs 
to relax. 

If you would like to 
volunteer at this 
special event, please 
contact Lani at events@
stbenedict.org

BINGO Night!
Save the date for BINGO on Friday, January 19 from 
6-8 pm in the St. John Bosco mul  purpose room. Join 
us for a fun evening for all ages! We’ll have pizza, baked 
goods, lots of BINGO and over 100 prizes!
We are always looking for prizes, so if you have gi   
cards or new items you are not using, or you get a 
Christmas gi   that’s not your style, donate them for 
BINGO prizes. 
For more informa  on or to donate prizes, email events@
stbenedict.org.

Save the Date:  Rummage Sale
Yes, we are going to have a Rummage Sale in 2024! 
Save the date of March 9, 2024. Remember to save 
your valuable rummage!

* This year Christmas is on a Monday, which means 
there are changes to the weekend Mass schedule.

NOTE: When consecu  ve obliga  ons occur on 
Saturday-Sunday or Sunday-Monday, the faithful 

must a  end Mass twice to fulfi ll two separate 
obliga  ons.
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Arizona
CatholicMatch.com/AZ

480-494-2435

Going  the  "Extra  Smile"  for  Ahwatukee!

2016-2022
BEST DENTIST

READER RECOMMENDED:
BEST CUSTOMER SERVICE

BEST PLACE TO WORK
BEST MOM & POP

HYGIENISTS:

Michele King RDH
Carmen Salaiz RDH

Daisy DeSalmones RDH

DrEFamilyDental.com1st  Place

Quality, Personalized Care
FREE Second Opinion

480-494-2435
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Catholic Company 

COOLING & HEATING LLC
480-776-7993  Free Service Call with Repair

*20% OFF FOR PARISHIONERS*  *SOME RESTRICTIONS MAY APPLY

 

 

OUR EXPERIENCE • OUR COMMITMENT • YOUR RESULTS
injectables  /  laser treatments

skin treatments  /  body treatments
Call  480-893-2228 today for FREE Consultation

 New Clients get $100 off any purchase of $250 or more

 PROTECT YOUR HEIRS
      Let Us Help You Safeguard Your Estate!

  LIVING TRUSTS ♦ WILLS
    POWER OF ATTORNEY

SafeguardYourEstate.com
Schedule a FREE Consultation
or attend a seminar near you.

480-842-5000*Check out
our Google 

& BBB Reviews

50% OFF
Parishioner

Discount

Eye Priority, P.C.
… providing quality optometry for

Ahwatukee-Foothills families since 1991.

Kelly de Simone, OD
 Parishioner
 Monica Sawitzke, OD
 15725 S. 46th Street, Ste.112 

Eye Exams
Contact Fittings
Vision Therapy
(480) 893-2300

MICHELE M. EDISON
Certified Residential Specialist

Associate Broker

Protecting the financial future of the ones  
you love the most for over 178 years

Steven Garcia, Agent
New York Life
Insurance Company
CA License Number 4279488
2355 E Camelback Rd Ste 750 
Phoenix, AZ

602-679-6878
srgarcia@ft.newyorklife.com
stephenrgarcia.com

        
   

480.706.1224   |   REGISTER AT MMWAZ.COM
your community music academy

Assisted Living & Memory Care 
5757 West Chandler Blvd, Chandler

(480) 786-4998

LET’S GROW YOUR BUSINESS
Place Your Ad Here and Support Our Parish!

CONTACT ME Mike McAleer

mmcaleer@4LPi.com • (800) 477-4574 x6307

(P) 480.821.2838
www.ironwoodcrc.com

Christopher M.  
Kellogg, MD

Board Certified  Medical 
Oncology & Hematology

Deacon

Any service or repair up to
$150 to our Catholic
Church community

6948 W. Chandler Blvd., • Chandler, AZ

480.759.9300 • drmowdds.com
Mountain Park Dentistry, LLC

15215 South 48th Street, 
Bldg. 7, Suite 175

“Peace begins with a smile.”-Mother Teresa



Page 7 Second Sunday of Advent   -  December 10, 2023

A Note From The SJB Principal
As a Catholic school, the spirit of Advent is evident in every corner — from statues 
and na  vity scenes to adorned prayer gardens and ar  s  c displays. Our weekly 
Monday morning gatherings in the courtyard, led by Campus Ambassadors and 
Student Council, immerse us in Advent prayers and songs, serving as a clear reminder that Jesus is 
the focal point of this fes  ve season.

As we approach the second half of the academic year, our students have just concluded benchmark 
tes  ng before the holiday break. Students in grades K–2 underwent DIBELS assessments in reading 
and math, while those in grades 3–8 tackled MAP assessments covering math, reading, ELA, and 
science. These evalua  ons not only gauge current achievements but also off er valuable insights for 
teachers to shape their lessons in the coming months.

Con  nued wishes for a joyous Advent! 

Joyful Blessings, 
Jamie Bescak, M.Ed., Principal 
480.219.4848

Due to the high demand for enrollment spots for the 2024-2025 school year, we are NOW accep  ng 
applica  ons for those new to SJB in 2024-2025.


