
Reconcilia  on

Mass Schedule

Parish Mission Statement
We are a vibrant and welcoming Catholic Church community that 
recognizes God’s presence in all through our love and service. 

Parish Vision Statement
Build the Kingdom of God, individually and communally, by fostering 
discipleship and thanksgiving through:
    •  the celebra  on of Eucharist and other sacraments,
    •  prayer and lifelong Catholic forma  on,
    •  service with and for one another and the greater community.

St. Benedict Catholic Church   |   www.stbenedict.org
16223 S 48th St. Phoenix, AZ 85048   |   480.961.1610 

St. John Bosco Catholic School   |   www.sjbosco.org
16035 S 48th St. Phoenix, AZ 85048   |   480.219.4848

Monday, 1/8
    8:15am | Mass

Wednesday, 1/10
    8:15 am | Mass
    6 pm | Youth Choir

Offi  ce Hours

Mass Inten  onsUpcoming Eventsss
For a complete calendar of events, please visit stbenedict.org/calendar

Thursday, 1/11
     8:15 am | Mass
     6 pm | Adult Choir
     6 pm | Knights of
                Columbus

Friday, 1/12
    8:15 am | Mass
    5 pm | Confessions

Saturday, 1/13
    8 am | Confessions
    9:30 am | Bap  sm Class
    5 pm | Mass

“where all are welcome”

January 7, 2024

        The Epiphany of the Lord

Monday - Thursday  9 am - 5 pm
Fridays  9 am - 3 pm

Closed Daily  12 pm - 1 pm

Weekends at the St. John Bosco School MPR: 
Saturday 5 pm, Sunday 7, 9, 11 am, 5 pm

Weekdays Mon-Thurs, St. Benedict Chapel: 8:15 am
Weekdays on Fri 8:15 am, St. John Bosco School MPR

Fri 5-6 pm, Sat 8-9 am, St. Benedict Chapel

Tuesday, 1/9
      8:15 am | Mass

Lord, every na  on on earth will adore you.
~ Ps 72

”“

Sunday, 1/7/2024
7 am |  Gabi Flores (lvg)
9 am | Dorothy Rodarte †

11 am | Pete Sterkowitz †
5 pm | Yoshiro Minomo †

M 1/8 | Ann Lou Courtney †
Tu 1/9 | Lore  a Becka †
W 1/10 | Jim Winkelbauer †
Th 1/11 | Joseph Martorano †

F  1/12 | Chris  ana Iorchir †
Sa 1/13 | John & Eleanor
                    Plisga †

Sunday, 1/14/2024
7 am |  Parishioners
9 am | Eugene Laatsch †

11 am | Linda Barkyoumb (lvg)
5 pm | Margaret McDermott (lvg)
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Liturgy & Administra  on

Scripture Readings 
Monday: Is 55:1-11; Is 12:2-3, 4bcd, 
1/8 5-6;1 Jn 5:1-9; Mk 1:7-11
 (The Bap  sm of the Lord)

Tuesday: 1 Sm 1:9-20; 1 Sm 2:1, 4-7, 
1/9 8abcd; Mk 1:21-28

Wednesday: 1 Sm 3:1-10, 19-20; Ps 40:2, 5, 
1/10 7-8a, 8b-10; Mk 1:29-39

Thursday: 1 Sm 4:1-11; Ps 44:10-11, 
1/11 14-15, 24-25; Mk 1:40-45

Friday: 1 Sm 8:4-7, 10-22a; Ps 89:16-
1/12 19; Mk 2:1-12

Saturday: 1 Sm 9:1-4, 17-19/ 10 1a; 
1/13 Ps 21:2-7; Mk 2:13-17

Sunday: 1 Sm 3:3b-10, 19; Ps 40:2, 4, 
1/14 7-10; 1 Cor 6:13c-15a, 17-20; 
 Jn 1:35-42

Pastor - Fr. James Aboyi, VC x 302
 fraboyi@stbenedict.org
Parochial Vicar - Fr. Manasseh Iorchir, VC x 306
 frmanasseh@stbenedict.org
Offi  ce Manager - Mary Jane Livens  x 304
 mlivens@stbenedict.org 
Children’s Forma  on - Heather Mooney x 308
 hmooney@stbenedict.org

Deacon - Ed Winkelbauer   x 300
 dcned@stbenedict.org
Dir. Evangelization/Formation - Sr. Ruth de la Cruz, OP x 303

srruth@stbenedict.org
Dir. Music/Liturgy - Phil Arkfeld x 311

parkfeld@stbenedict.org 
Stewardship/Engagement - Maryola Fabilena x 309
 mfabilena@stbenedict.org
Youth/Campus Ministry - Sr. Delia Obenza, OP x 307
 srdelia@stbenedict.org

Front Offi  ce/Admin. Asst. - Amy Fletcher  x 300
 afl etcher@stbenedict.org
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Parish 
Contribu  ons

A special thank you to 
those who are faithfully 

contribu  ng

Regular Contribu  ons for 
November 2023

Actual:         $  63,830*
Budget:      $  78,352

*  Realm 
Online: $ 40,194

Cash/Check: $ 23,636

(Contribu  ons are recorded 
on a monthly basis per 

fi scal year
July 1, ‘23 to June 30, ‘24)

Construc  on
Project

December 15, 2023

TOTAL COST:     $9,142,918*

Total Expenses
Paid To Date:      $7,324,794

Remaining
Balance of Cost: $1,818,124

TOTAL AMOUNT
AVAILABLE

(Cash on Hand &
Line of Credit):  $1,502,984**

Addi  onal Funds
Need to Raise:      $315,141

          * Includes building 
permits not previously 
included, change orders and 
fl uctua  ng costs of FF&E.

          ** The ‘Cash on Hand’ 
is what we s  ll have available 
to use from our $4.5 million 
outstanding loan.

Contact the Parish Offi  ce at 480.961.1610

Live the Liturgy
Inspira  on for the Week

Though the Magi did not know where the 
star of Bethlehem would lead,

they trusted that God
would be with them along the way.

Let us all embrace that same faith as we 
go about the journey God has

planned for us this year.

©LPi
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A Reflection by Fr. Manasseh

“WE SAW HIS STAR AT ITS RISING AND HAVE COME TO DO HIM HOMAGE.”
“Epiphany,” as used in the Liturgy, refers to the self-manifesta  on of God to His people. Prior to the birth 
of Christ, the Jews, who were the fi rst to enjoy a covenant rela  onship with God, believed that God was 
exclusively theirs and very distant even to the people with whom He made a covenant. As far as they were 
concerned, Yahweh was Israel’s God and all who desired a rela  onship with Him were required to adhere 
to Jewish rituals. He was also an almighty distant power who controlled their people’s lives through strict 
obedience to His laws. So awesome and distant was God that even his name could not be called. He lived 
in Heaven and those who wanted to communicate with Him needed ritual cleansing to be able to approach 
His sanctuary. The Epiphany presents to the Jews, and to the en  re world, a “new revela  on” of who God 
is. God is for all, Jews and Gen  les alike, and He has chosen to be Emmanuel (God with us) to dwell among 
fi nite beings in order to graciously lend us His infi nity and aff ord us the opportunity to par  cipate in His 
immortality. This self-manifesta  on took place at the visit of the Magi to the newly born Messiah.

Ma  hew’s Gospel describes the Magi as wisemen from the east who arrived in Jerusalem and inquired 
from Herod where “the newborn King of the Jews” was born. By their own admission, they saw “His star” 
at its rising and they, gen  le nobles from distant lands, had come to do Him homage. A  er fi nding out 
from Jewish religious authori  es and experts in tradi  on about the specifi c loca  on of the Messiah’s 
birth, Herod sent them on to Bethlehem with the instruc  on to return to him a  er fi nding the Child. 
The “wisemen” had abandoned the “rising star” -- an instrument with which God had led them from their 
homeland to the gates of Jerusalem. Ma  hew does not suggest that the star stopped moving when they 
arrived in Jerusalem. Instead, they resorted to “seeking counsel with men,’’ and by doing so, they put the 
life of the promised Redeemer and the salva  on of the world at risk. This is what happens when we take a 
break from relying on Divine Revela  on for guidance and turn to beau  fully cra  ed yet mundane ideas as 
aids to navigate the turbulent waves of life. The Word of God, Sacred Tradi  on and the Magisterium (the 
teaching offi  ce of the Church) has never ceased being an assured compass for those who truly desire a 
right rela  onship with God and their neighbor. God’s love is constant; we are solely responsible for pu   ng 
our salva  on at risk when we dri   away from Him because we have chosen seemingly more ra  onal but 
worldly ideas over and above His will as made known to us in Divine Revela  on.

The Magi reconnected with the star and off ered prophe  c gi  s of gold (the Royal metal, an appropriate 
gi   for a King), frankincense (highligh  ng Christ’s priesthood and Divinity) and myrrh (a prophe  c 
allusion to His salvifi c death). As we receive God’s revela  on of Himself by dwelling among us for all 
people, may we be generous enough to off er Him gi  s of our wills and intellects, gi  s of ourselves so 
that through us, Christ will con  nue to conquer the darkness of sin and evil in our world. May we also 
hasten to reconcile with, and return to, God’s never failing will whenever we realize that we have not 
been faithful to His guidance.

Please be kind and may God bless you.

Happy New Year! 

Fr. Manasseh
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Current Events and More

Welcoming Sunday This Weekend
This weekend, January 7 a  er the Sunday 9 am Mass, 
you are invited to come to Welcoming Sunday where 
you can mix and mingle with our priests, members of 
the Pastoral Council, Staff  and new parishioners in the 
St. John Bosco School courtyard. Refreshments will be 
available. We look forward to seeing you there!

Pastoral Care
Please remember in your prayers Marie Holden (mother 
of Greg Holden) and Darel Williams (husband of Michele 
Edison) who died recently. We pray that their families  
and friends will feel God’s healing embrace through the 
prayers and support of our faith community.

Free Catholic Movies and More
Where is there a great place to enjoy a wealth of 
resources for our Catholic faith in a variety of media? At 
FORMED.org! It’s easy and free to use as a St. Benedict 
Church gi   to you:
1. Visit FORMED.org and click “Sign Up” at the top
2. Enter “85048” and select St. Benedict
3. Enter your name and email address
Now you’re ready to start exploring!

Dedica  on Update
Thank you all for your prayers and pa  ence! We have 
a date for the Dedica  on Rites and Mass for our new 
church! Please mark your calendars for Saturday, 
January 20 at 5 pm. The 3-hour ceremony will begin 
with prayer at our current place of worship, the St. 
John Bosco MPR/Courtyard, and will be followed by 
a procession to the church. Please join us in praying 
we obtain the Cer  fi cate of Occupancy to allow us to 
come together and celebrate this special occasion. 

Save the Date:  Parish Picnic
Sunday, February 20, 12:30 to 3 pm
Let’s plan to a  end the St. Benedict Parish Picnic at 
Desert Breeze Park and enjoy a day of food, fun and 
ge   ng together with our fellow parishioners! Lawn 
games, music and more! Free hotdogs and hamburgers 
that our Knights of Columbus will grill up for us. Bring 
your own picnic blankets and chairs to relax. RSVP soon!

If you would like to volunteer at this special event, 
please contact Lani at events@stbenedict.org

BINGO Night Changed
The date for the next BINGO Night has changed! 
Save the date for Friday, January 26 from 6-8 
pm in the St. John Bosco mul  purpose room. It’s 
sure to be a fun evening for all ages! We’ll have 
pizza, baked goods, lots of BINGO and over 100 
prizes! RSVP on the parish website.
By the way, we are always looking for prizes, so 
if you have gi   cards or new items you are not 
using, donate them as BINGO prizes. 
For more informa  on or to donate prizes, email 
events@stbenedict.org.

Email and Text Alert
Some parishioners are receiving emails and text 
messages that suggest our priests, deacon or staff  are 
reques  ng a favor or a gi  . These are “spam” and should 
be immediately deleted. We would never send an email 
or text for these reasons. Unfortunately, we have no way 
to restrict or stop these emails or texts. Thank you for 
your understanding.

Ornament Update
As of January 2, the gi  s 
generated from the Christmas 
ornament dona  ons totalled 
$9,052. This will help close the funding gap of our 
construc  on project and the parish opera  ng expenses. 
Many thanks to everyone who par  cipated!
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Faith Forma  on and More

Happenings
in Children and Youth

Faith Forma  on

Sunday, Jan 7
Liturgy of the Word with Children

Tuesday, Jan 9
NO Classes

Sunday, Jan 14
Liturgy of the Word with Children

EPIC

Tuesday, Jan 16
JAM

Journey of Faith

Sunday, Jan 21
Liturgy of the Word with Children
Catechesis of the Good Shepherd

EPIC

Bap  sm Class
The next Bap  sm Class at St. Benedict for parents 
and Godparents is on Saturday, January 13 from 9:30 
am to 11:30 am in the St. Benedict Conference Room 
(Annex 1). (Restrooms available at the school.) To 
RSVP, contact Sr. Ruth at srruth@stbenedict.org.

Children:  We Need Your Help!
Would you like to be involved in the monthly Children’s 
Mass? Are you looking for a way to serve our St. Benedict 
community? 
We are in need of addi  onal children Lectors and 
Hospitality Ministers for the upcoming four Children’s 
Masses in the Spring! Lectors proclaim the Word during 
Mass and Hospitality Ministers welcome parishioners, pass 
collec  on baskets, guide the Communion lines, and hand 
out bulle  ns a  er Mass. Training and support are provided! 
Interested? Please contact Heather Mooney at hmooney@
stbenedict.org

A Family House Blessing Ac  vity for the New Year
New Years is the perfect  me to gather your family together to ask God’s 
blessing on your home and protec  on for all who live and visit within it. It is 
an invita  on for Jesus to remain at the center of every home.

The Blessing can be done simply by using chalk to write over the door:

20 + C + M + B + 24

(The 20 + 24 represents the year and the C, M, B are twofold: They are the 
fi rst ini  als of the three Magi, but also ini  als for the La  n blessing, Christus 
mansionem benedicat, meaning “Christ bless this house.”)

Finally, off er the following prayer:

Oh blessed Lord, visit this home with the gladness of your presence. 

Bless all who live or visit here with the gi   of your love; and grant 

that we may manifest your love to each other and to all whose lives we touch. 

May we grow in grace and in the knowledge and love of you. Guide, comfort 

and strengthen us in peace, Oh Jesus Christ, now and forever. Amen.
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Ministries & More

Knights of Columbus
The Bible describes the Wise Men arriving in Jerusalem 
from an unnamed loca  on “in the east,” led by a star and 
in search of a new king. The Gospel of Ma  hew states that 
they visited King Herod in Jerusalem and asked him where 
the newborn king of the Jews was. Herod was troubled by 
this news and asked his own scholars where the Messiah 
was to be born. They told him that the Messiah was to be 
born in Bethlehem. The Wise Men then followed the star to 
Bethlehem, where they found the baby Jesus and presented 
him with gi  s of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. A  erward, 
they returned home by a diff erent route.

Announcements:
• Thank you to all the Brothers who par  cipated in the 

Adopt-A-Street clean up on Saturday, January 6.
• The State of Arizona Knights of Columbus are gearing 

up to a year full of ac  vi  es and events to help the 
Parish and the community.

Events:
• Council Mee  ng Thurs, January 11 at 7 pm in Annex 1.
• Blood drive Sun, January 21. Remember to sign up 

at the Vitalant website or use the QR code.

Join online to become a Knight of Columbus at www.kofc.
org/joinus and enter “Council 12246” and code “GKWAP”.

Vivat Jesus,
Isauro Amaro, Grand Knight
Fr. Bob Binta Council # 12246
480.748.1449
grandknight@kofc12246.org

Lectors... Michele, micheleedison@aol.com
Linens... Mary Jane, 480.961.1610 ext. 304 
Music/Choir... Phil A., 480.961.1610 ext. 311
Pastoral Care... Kathy, kathy.mccluskey@cox.net
Pastoral Council... Russ, pastoralcouncil@stbenedict.org
Refugee Rese  lement... Dave, zabor@cox.net
Sacristans... Be  e, blaatsch69@gmail.com
St. Vincent de Paul... Phil W., 480.961.1610 ext. 315
Walking With Moms... Rama, selena91907@hotmail.com
Women’s Spirituality... Nora, nmphillips@cox.net

Ministry Contacts
Audio-Visual... Sco  , av@stbenedict.org
Altar Servers... Ken, dken-1@hotmail.com
Art & Env... Cathy, cathytempleton_1@cox.net
Bap  sms... Sr. Ruth, srruth@stbenedict.org
EMHCs... Russ, rustlespencer@gmail.com
Events/Helping Hands... Lani, events@stbenedict.org
Finance Council... Debbie, dsmith@stbenedict.org
Hospitality... Karen, karenmains@msn.com
Knights of Columbus... Isauro, 480.748.1449

If you are in need St. Vincent de Paul assistance or 
informa  on, call the parish offi  ce at 480.961.1610 
ext. 315.

Address/Email/Phone Changed?
If you have moved, changed your email address or 
phone number since registering with the parish, 
please send any updates to Amy in the offi  ce at 
afl etcher@stbenedict.org or 480.961.1610 ext. 300. 
Thank you for helping to keep your parish records 
up-to-date!

St. Vincent de Paul
We are grateful for the con  nued support 
of our parishioners throughout 2023. 
Because of your generosity in suppor  ng 
our on-site pantry, we were able to help many families 
in need. Thank you!

• Hand Soap
• Lo  on
• Toothbrushes
• Toothpaste

• Deodorant
• Shaving Cream
• Razors
• Body Wash

New Parishioners
• Toni Broberg

• Kimberly Bryant

• Stacy Vasquez

• Zuleyka Weaver
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Arizona
CatholicMatch.com/AZ

480-494-2435

Going  the  "Extra  Smile"  for  Ahwatukee!

2016-2022
BEST DENTIST

READER RECOMMENDED:
BEST CUSTOMER SERVICE

BEST PLACE TO WORK
BEST MOM & POP

HYGIENISTS:

Michele King RDH
Carmen Salaiz RDH

Daisy DeSalmones RDH

DrEFamilyDental.com1st  Place

Quality, Personalized Care
FREE Second Opinion

480-494-2435

Going  the  "Extra  Smile"  for  Ahwatukee!
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Catholic Company 

COOLING & HEATING LLC
480-776-7993  Free Service Call with Repair

*20% OFF FOR PARISHIONERS*  *SOME RESTRICTIONS MAY APPLY

 

 

OUR EXPERIENCE • OUR COMMITMENT • YOUR RESULTS
injectables  /  laser treatments

skin treatments  /  body treatments
Call  480-893-2228 today for FREE Consultation

 New Clients get $100 off any purchase of $250 or more

 PROTECT YOUR HEIRS
      Let Us Help You Safeguard Your Estate!

  LIVING TRUSTS ♦ WILLS
    POWER OF ATTORNEY

SafeguardYourEstate.com
Schedule a FREE Consultation
or attend a seminar near you.

480-842-5000*Check out
our Google 

& BBB Reviews

50% OFF
Parishioner

Discount

Eye Priority, P.C.
… providing quality optometry for

Ahwatukee-Foothills families since 1991.

Kelly de Simone, OD
 Parishioner
 Monica Sawitzke, OD
 15725 S. 46th Street, Ste.112 

Eye Exams
Contact Fittings
Vision Therapy
(480) 893-2300

MICHELE M. EDISON
Certified Residential Specialist

Associate Broker

Protecting the financial future of the ones  
you love the most for over 178 years

Steven Garcia, Agent
New York Life
Insurance Company
CA License Number 4279488
2355 E Camelback Rd Ste 750 
Phoenix, AZ

602-679-6878
srgarcia@ft.newyorklife.com
stephenrgarcia.com

        
   

480.706.1224   |   REGISTER AT MMWAZ.COM
your community music academy

Assisted Living & Memory Care 
5757 West Chandler Blvd, Chandler

(480) 786-4998

LET’S GROW YOUR BUSINESS
Place Your Ad Here and Support Our Parish!

CONTACT ME Mike McAleer

mmcaleer@4LPi.com • (800) 477-4574 x6307

(P) 480.821.2838
www.ironwoodcrc.com

Christopher M.  
Kellogg, MD

Board Certified  Medical 
Oncology & Hematology

Deacon

Any service or repair up to
$150 to our Catholic
Church community

6948 W. Chandler Blvd., • Chandler, AZ

480.759.9300 • drmowdds.com
Mountain Park Dentistry, LLC

15215 South 48th Street, 
Bldg. 7, Suite 175

“Peace begins with a smile.”-Mother Teresa
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A Note From The SJB Principal

Dear Parishioners,

Happy Solemnity of the Epiphany of the Lord! Now it’s  me to take down the 
Christmas decora  ons!

The children are back on campus and se  ling into the school rou  ne once again. We are gearing up 
for a lively Catholic Schools Week later this month and all the fun events associated with it. Although 
we’ve been enrolling new students throughout the fall and winter, Catholic Schools Week is when we 
invite the public in earnest to see our beau  ful campus and learn all about what makes SJB a great 
choice for Catholic educa  on. 

Please make it a point to stop by our Open House on Wednesday, January 31, 5–7 pm and enjoy a 
campus tour.

Joyful Blessings, 
Jamie Bescak, M.Ed., Principal 
480.219.4848

Due to the high demand for enrollment spots for the 2024-2025 school year, we are now accep  ng 
applica  ons for those new to SJB in 2024-2025.


