
Reconcilia  on

Mass Schedule

Parish Mission Statement
We are a vibrant and welcoming Catholic Church community that 
recognizes God’s presence in all through our love and service. 

Parish Vision Statement
Build the Kingdom of God, individually and communally, by fostering 
discipleship and thanksgiving through:
    •  the celebra  on of Eucharist and other sacraments,
    •  prayer and lifelong Catholic forma  on,
    •  service with and for one another and the greater community.

St. Benedict Catholic Church   |   www.stbenedict.org
16223 S 48th St. Phoenix, AZ 85048   |   480.961.1610 

St. John Bosco Catholic School   |   www.sjbosco.org
16035 S 48th St. Phoenix, AZ 85048   |   480.219.4848

Monday, 2/26
     8:15am | Mass

Wednesday, 2/28
     8:15 am | Mass
     6 pm | Youth Choir
     7 pm | Parish Rosary

Offi  ce Hours

Mass Inten  onsUpcoming Eventsss
For a complete calendar of events, please visit stbenedict.org/calendar

Thursday, 2/29
      8:15 am | Mass
      4:30 pm | Legion of
          Mary Meet/Greet
      6 pm | Adult Choir

Friday, 3/1
    8:15 am | Mass
    9 am | Adora  on
    5 pm | Confessions
    6 pm | Sta  ons of
       the Cross/Fish Fry

“where all are welcome”

Monday - Thursday  9 am - 5 pm
Fridays  9 am - 3 pm

Closed Daily  12 pm - 1 pm

Saturday 5 pm, Sunday 7, 9, 11 am, 5 pm
Weekdays Mon-Thurs, Chapel: 8:15 am

Weekdays on Fri 8:15 am, Church

Fri 5-6 pm, Sat 8-9 am

Tuesday, 2/27
      8:15 am | Mass
      6:15 pm | JAM
      6:15 pm | JOF

I will walk before the Lord,
in the land of the living.

~ Ps 116
”

“

Sunday, 2/25/2024
7 am |  Hans Olsson †
9 am | Parishioners

11 am | Bernade  e
            Ni   anandan †
5 pm | Frank Barrios †

M 2/26 | Jean-Vic Sala (lvg)
Tu 2/27 | Sharon
                   Cassavant (lvg)
W 2/28 | Lore  a Becka †

Th 2/29  | Marie Holden † 
F 3/1 | Cyrus Goldhair †
Sa 3/2| Bill & Evy Bunda †

Sunday, 3/3/2024
7 am |  Yolanda Skinner †
9 am | Marito Roque †

11 am | Parishioners
5 pm | Josephine Graf. †

February 25, 2024

Second Sunday of Lent

Saturday, 3/2
     8 am | Confessions
    10 am | Women’s Spirit.
     5 pm | Mass
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Liturgy & Administra  on

Scripture Readings 
Monday: Dn 9:4b-10; Ps 79:8, 9, 11, 13;

2/26 Lk 6:36-38

Tuesday: Is 1:10, 16-20; Ps 50:8-9, 

2/27 16bc-17, 21, 23; Mt 23:1-12

Wednesday: Jer 18:18-20; Ps 31:5-6, 14-16;

2/28 Mt 20:17-28

Thursday: Jer 17:5-10; Ps 1:1-2, 3, 4, 6;

2/29 Lk 16:19-31

Friday: Gn 37:3-4, 12-13a, 17b-28a;

3/1 Ps 105:16-21; Mt 21:33-43, 45-46

Saturday: Mi 7:14-15, 18-20; Ps 103:1-4, 

3/2 9-12; Lk 15:1-3, 11-32

Sunday: Ex 20:1-17; Ps 19:8-11;

3/3 1 Cor 1:22-25; Jn 2:13-25

Pastor - Fr. James Aboyi, VC x 302
 fraboyi@stbenedict.org
Parochial Vicar - Fr. Manasseh Iorchir, VC x 306
 frmanasseh@stbenedict.org
Offi  ce Manager - Mary Jane Livens   x 304
 mlivens@stbenedict.org 
Children’s Forma  on - (Open)

Deacon - Ed Winkelbauer x 300
 dcned@stbenedict.org
Dir. Evangelization/Formation - Sr. Ruth de la Cruz, OP x 303

srruth@stbenedict.org
Dir. Music/Liturgy - Phil Arkfeld x 311

parkfeld@stbenedict.org 
Stewardship/Engagement - Maryola Fabilena x 309
 mfabilena@stbenedict.org
Youth/Campus Ministry - Sr. Delia Obenza, OP x 307
 srdelia@stbenedict.org

Front Offi  ce/Admin. Asst. - Amy Fletcher x 300
 afl etcher@stbenedict.org
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Parish 
Contribu  ons

A special thank you to 
those who are faithfully 

contribu  ng

Regular Contribu  ons for 
January 2024

Actual:         $  80,960*
Budget:      $  78,352

*  Realm 
Online: $ 53,119

Cash/Check: $ 27,841

(Contribu  ons are recorded 
on a monthly basis per 

fi scal year
July 1, ‘23 to June 30, ‘24)

St. Benedict
Catholic Church

Charity & 
Development

Appeal
Totals

February 20, 2024

    Number of Donors:       109

    Amount Donated:   $65,596

    Dona  ons Goal:     $85,000

Contact the Parish Offi  ce at 480.961.1610

Live the Liturgy
Inspira  on for the Week

The Transfi gura  on le   the disciples 
with more ques  ons than answers. What 

had they just seen? What had they just 
heard? They were confused, but they 

trusted Jesus. Let’s follow in their example, 
trus  ng in God’s care as we journey 

deeper into Lent.
©LPi
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A Reflection by Fr. Manasseh

“THIS IS MY BELOVED SON. LISTEN TO HIM.”
The fall of man in the Garden of Eden was caused by the disobedience of Adam and Eve, when they could 
not sacrifi ce their inordinate desire to “be like God” and they ate the forbidden fruit in spite of the warning 
they had received from God. From that moment, man acquired the tendency to sin and so the “obedience 
test” became one of the necessary huddles every individual had to fulfi ll in order to establish and sustain a 
viable right rela  onship with God. Obedience requires sacrifi cing your own desires and opinions in order to 
be aligned with God’s supreme will. This explains why Abraham, who had answered God’s invita  on to have 
a personal rela  onship with Him, was also required to pass the obedience test by sacrifi cing what was most 
precious to him in order to solidify his rela  onship with God. God did not need a confi rma  on of Abraham’s 
faithfulness and obedience, Abraham needed to be tested in order to know where and to what extent he 
stood with God. In addi  on, genera  ons of Abraham’s children (beginning with Isaac who was about to 
be sacrifi ced), both in the fl esh and and in faith, would be able to derive from His faithfulness a lesson in 
obedience to God’s will even if His will seemed outrageously diffi  cult and even impossible. 
Abraham’s obedience was in no li  le measure assisted by the docility of Isaac who in the complete account 
of this par  cular story voiced out his suspicion about the Lamb of sacrifi ce. “The Lord shall provide” was 
certainly not a sa  sfactory answer to give to a young person who could see all the paraphernalia of sacrifi ce 
without seeing the Lamb to be sacrifi ced. Despite the availability of a reason to doubt, Isaac chose to trust 
his father and to enable his obedience to the Lord’s direc  ve even at an enormous personal risk. By doing 
that, Isaac would later become a worthy benefi ciary of the blessings that Abraham acquired as a direct 
consequence of His obedience in which he (Isaac) courageously par  cipated. As we know, the Lord provided 
a ram in place of Isaac and blessed Abraham abundantly because of his faithful obedience. We are called to 
be obedient to the always good will of God even when we are required to make heavy sacrifi ces. The First 
Reading also reminds us that God rewards our obedience to His Holy will in a posi  vely dispropor  onate 
manner. He gives to us much more than what we have sacrifi ced in obedience to His will, no reward for 
obedience is greater than the assurance of eternity with God the Lord of our longing. 
The prophe  c words of Abraham when he said “God Himself will provide the Lamb for the Sacrifi ce” (Genesis 
22:8) found its fullest fulfi llment in Christ. Knowing that His ministry was heading towards its peak and 
end, Jesus took three of His disciples to the mountain where they witnessed the transfi gura  on of His 
body and they saw Him conversing with Moses (the law giver) and Elijah (the greatest of the prophets). The 
Transfi gura  on was a consola  on to strengthen the faith of the three primary Apostles as they undertook 
with Jesus His fi nal march towards Jerusalem for His fi nal Passover and Passion. The presence of Moses 
and Elijah signifi ed the consumma  on of the authority of Prophecy and the Law in the person of Jesus 
Christ. Jesus would be both the lawgiver and the authority of prophecy in the New Testament, in eff ect, the 
fullness of Divine revela  on in the New dispensa  on. The voice of the Father that was heard from Heaven 
adequately confi rmed this.
As we con  nue with our journey in this Holy Season of Lent, let us pray that we may know Jesus for who 
He truly is and may we not seek to confi ne our knowledge of Jesus to the limits of par  cular places of 
worship. Instead, let us be blessed with the grace to take Him to the ends of our homes, places of work, our 
community and society so that Christ may be known and experienced by all to the ends of the earth. 
Please be kind and may God bless you.

Fr. Manasseh
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Current Events and More

Sta  ons of the Cross
Join us for Sta  ons of the Cross every Friday during 
Lent at 6 pm at the St. John Bosco School courtyard. 
A  erwards, we are having a Fish Fry in the MPR. You 
will get two pieces of delicious fi sh, coleslaw, corn 
bread, chips and water for $10. Join us for a fun  me of 
food and fellowship. Save these dates:

March 1, 8, 15, and 22

Adora  on of the
Blessed Sacrament
In March, Adora  on will be on Friday, 
March 1  between the hours of 9 am and 
6 pm in the St. Benedict Chapel. All are 
welcome to come by and spend some 
 me with the Lord. 

You can also  sign up for a specifi c  me slot at h  p://
signup.com/go/puKjbjK. Signing up allows us to make 
sure that all the  me slots are covered.Ideas for Lenten Devo  ons

Here are some ideas of things to do to nuture and grow 
in your spirituality during Lent:

• Go to Adora  on on Friday, March 1 any  me 
between 9 am and 6 pm.

• A  end Daily Mass as o  en as possible.

• Read Scripture for 10 minutes every day.

• Pray the Seven Peniten  al Psalms (Psalm 6, 32, 38, 
51, 102, 130 and 143).

• Spend some  me in quiet prayer before the Blessed 
Sacrament.

• Abstain from meat for an extra day or two each 
week.

• Listen to spiritual music or a spiritual speaker.

• Keep a Lenten journal with your spiritual insights, 
special inten  ons, people you want to pray for, 
hurts and disappointments that you want to off er 
up, and progress reports on your Lenten resolu  ons.

Baby Bo  le Drive
The Aid to Women Center offers resources and 
compassionate care for those facing planned or 
unplanned pregnancies. This weekend we will hear 
about their efforts and they will distribute empty 
baby bottles to fill with a donation (cash or check) 
for us to return the weekend of March 9/10. Thank 
you for your help and donation.

St. Benedict Gala
You are cordially invited to a  end 
this fes  ve evening on Saturday, 
April 20 from 6 pm to 9 pm at The 
Marrio   Phoenix/Chandler (1600 S. Price Rd., Chandler 
85286).

A cocktail hour and a plated dinner will be served. 
Raffl  e, Silent & Live Auc  on items will be available 
along with music entertainment. Individual  ckets 
and reserved tables will be available for purchase. 
Ticket sales begin soon. If you would like informa  on 
on Corporate Sponsorships, please call the Parish 
Offi  ce at 480.961.1610, ext. 309, or email mfabilena@
stbenedict.org. 

Proceeds from this event will support the mission of St. 
Benedict Catholic Church.

Lenten Reconcilia  on Services
All services begin at 7:00 pm.

Thurs Feb 29  ............ Corpus Chris  

Mon March 18 ............ St. Benedict 

Tues March 19  ............ Our Lady Mt. Carmel
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Faith Forma  on and More

Happenings
in Children and Youth

Faith Forma  on
Sunday, Feb 25

Liturgy of the Word with Children
Catechesis of the Good Shepherd

EPIC

Tuesday, Feb 27
JAM

Journey of Faith

Sunday, March 3
Liturgy of the Word with Children
Catechesis of the Good Shepherd

Teen Sacramental Prep
EPIC

Tuesday, March 5
JAM

Journey of Faith

Children’s Monthly Mass
This weekend, at the Sunday 9 am Mass, we will have 
the monthly Children’s Mass. This Mass is led by our 
St. Benedict youth who joyfully serve as Lectors, 
Hospitality Ministers, Choir Members and Altar Servers.
If your child is interested in serving in one of these 
ministries in the future for the monthly Children’s 
Mass, please call the parish offi  ce at 480.961.1610, 
ext. 300.

Rummage Sale
The Parish Rummage Sale is quickly approaching on 
Saturday, March 9 from 7 am to 1 pm at the SJB courtyard 
and MPR. Here are some details on how to donate:  
• Bring your donated items in boxes (if possible) to the mobile 

mini trailers either before or a  er weekend Masses. 
• For large items, you can request a pick up at 

480.773.5300. 
• Bring your items to the school on March 8th between 9 

am and 4 pm.
• Items accepted: small appliances, books, furniture, 

CDs, DVDs, electronics, jewelry, housewares, bedding, 
games, tools, toys, working refrigerators and freezers.

• NOT accepted: child car seats, large appliances such 
as dishwashers, stoves, or old model TVs. 

Also needed are many volunteers! Contact Gayle at 
rummagesale@stbenedict.org.

The “Desert Nun Run”
The Poor Clare Nuns invite you to par  cipate in the 
15th Annual Nun Run on Saturday, March 2 at Kiwanis 
Park in Tempe. They are off ering a 10K, 5K Run/Walk, 
and a 1-mile Walk. Registra  on is $40 for adults.
To learn more about the Poor Clare Nuns and to 
register or donate, please visit their website at 
desertnunrun.com. Thank you!

The Legion of Mary
The Legion of Mary is reforming here at St. Benedict 
Church. Their main purpose is to give glory to 
God through prayer, service, and the spiritual 
development of its members. 
They will be having a “Meet & Greet” on Thursday, 
February 29 between 4:30 pm and 5:30 pm in 
Annex 1. For more information contact Ann Marie 
at 480.688.2096.

Teen Retreat for
First Communion and 
Confi rma  on
On Sunday, March 3, get ready 
for a Spiritual Retreat for our 
teens (grades 6-12) who are 
preparing to receive the sacraments of Eucharist and 
Confi rma  on. This will be a wonderful  me for our 
candidates to encounter Jesus in a much deeper way. 
The Retreat begins at 10:30 am in Annex 2. The session 
includes a  ending Mass at 11 am and concludes at 
3 pm. Lunch will be provided. Contact: Sr. Delia at 
480.961.1610 ext. 307.
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Ministries & More

Knights of Columbus
What does “Lent” mean? The word Lent comes from the Old 
English word lencten, which referred to spring  me. Early 
Chris  ans believed that they should fast for 40 days like 
Jesus did, out of obedience to observe the remembrance 
of His death and resurrec  on. Through the years, Lent has 
expanded into a broader tradi  on that varies by church 
and individual, but its purpose remains the same. When we 
repent and mourn our sins, we acknowledge the weight of 
Jesus’ gi   of salva  on.

Announcements:
• Thank you to all the par  cipants in our District Level 

Free-Throw Compe   on. The winners will go to 
the State Compe   on on March 23 at Notre Dame 
Preparatory.

• Many thanks to ALL parishioners who a  ended the 
annual Parish Picnic. What a great day to be outside!

• Congratula  ons to Andrew Enrico, Knight of the 
Month for January 2024.

Events:
• Pray the Rosary on Wed Feb 28, at 7 pm in the Chapel.
• Italian Dinner, March 2, at 5:30 pm in Corpus Chris   MPR.
• Council Mee  ng March 14 at 7 pm in Annex 1.

Join online to become a Knight of Columbus at www.kofc.
org/joinus and enter “Council 12246” and code “GKWAP”.

Vivat Jesus,
Isauro Amaro, Grand Knight
Fr. Bob Binta Council # 12246
480.748.1449
grandknight@kofc12246.org

Lectors... Michele, micheleedison@aol.com
Linens... Mary Jane, 480.961.1610 ext. 304
Music/Choir... Phil A., 480.961.1610 ext. 311
Pastoral Care... Kathy, kathy.mccluskey@cox.net
Pastoral Council... Russ, pastoralcouncil@stbenedict.org
Refugee Rese  lement... Dave, zabordave@gmail.com
Sacristans... Be  e, blaatsch69@gmail.com
St. Vincent de Paul... Phil W., 480.961.1610 ext. 315
Walking With Moms... Rama, selena91907@hotmail.com
Women’s Spirituality... Nora, nmphillips@cox.net

Ministry Contacts
Audio-Visual... Sco  , av@stbenedict.org
Altar Servers... Ken, dken-1@hotmail.com
Art & Env... Cathy, cathytempleton_1@cox.net
Bap  sms... Sr. Ruth, srruth@stbenedict.org
EMHCs... Russ, rustlespencer@gmail.com
Events/Helping Hands... Lani, events@stbenedict.org
Finance Council... Karen, karenmains@msn.com
Hospitality... David, davidjschenach@gmail.com
Knights of Columbus... Isauro, 480.748.1449

We are grateful for your poor box dona  ons. We will 
send out dona  on acknowledgements quarterly to 
save funds on mailings.
If you are in need St. Vincent de Paul assistance or 
informa  on, call the parish offi  ce at 480.961.1610 
ext. 315.

St. Vincent de Paul
Thank you for your con  nued support 
in keeping our on-site pantry stocked! 
SVdP is truly blessed. This week we are in 
need of the following food items:

• Rice-a-Roni
• Mustard
• Jelly/Jam

• Pasta Sauce (jars)
• Salad Dressing
• Canned Chicken

New Parishioners
• Jenean Detente

• Ronald Henderson

• Joseph & Rena Medica

• Edie Navarro

• Berrylee Pereira

• Michelle Rodriguez

• Jessica Stern

• Tom Waring
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Arizona
CatholicMatch.com/AZ

480-494-2435

Going  the  "Extra  Smile"  for  Ahwatukee!

2016-2022
BEST DENTIST

READER RECOMMENDED:
BEST CUSTOMER SERVICE

BEST PLACE TO WORK
BEST MOM & POP

HYGIENISTS:

Michele King RDH
Carmen Salaiz RDH

Daisy DeSalmones RDH

DrEFamilyDental.com1st  Place

Quality, Personalized Care
FREE Second Opinion

480-494-2435
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Catholic Company 

COOLING & HEATING LLC
480-776-7993  Free Service Call with Repair

*20% OFF FOR PARISHIONERS*  *SOME RESTRICTIONS MAY APPLY

 

 

OUR EXPERIENCE • OUR COMMITMENT • YOUR RESULTS
injectables  /  laser treatments

skin treatments  /  body treatments
Call  480-893-2228 today for FREE Consultation

 New Clients get $100 off any purchase of $250 or more

 PROTECT YOUR HEIRS
      Let Us Help You Safeguard Your Estate!

  LIVING TRUSTS ♦ WILLS
    POWER OF ATTORNEY

SafeguardYourEstate.com
Schedule a FREE Consultation
or attend a seminar near you.

480-842-5000*Check out
our Google 

& BBB Reviews

50% OFF
Parishioner

Discount

Eye Priority, P.C.
… providing quality optometry for

Ahwatukee-Foothills families since 1991.

Kelly de Simone, OD
 Parishioner
 Monica Sawitzke, OD
 15725 S. 46th Street, Ste.112 

Eye Exams
Contact Fittings
Vision Therapy
(480) 893-2300

MICHELE M. EDISON
Certified Residential Specialist

Associate Broker

Protecting the financial future of the ones  
you love the most for over 178 years

Steven Garcia, Agent
New York Life
Insurance Company
CA License Number 4279488
2355 E Camelback Rd Ste 750 
Phoenix, AZ

602-679-6878
srgarcia@ft.newyorklife.com
stephenrgarcia.com

        
   

480.706.1224   |   REGISTER AT MMWAZ.COM
your community music academy

Assisted Living & Memory Care 
5757 West Chandler Blvd, Chandler

(480) 786-4998

LET’S GROW YOUR BUSINESS
Place Your Ad Here and Support Our Parish!

CONTACT ME Mike McAleer

mmcaleer@4LPi.com • (800) 477-4574 x6307

(P) 480.821.2838
www.ironwoodcrc.com

Christopher M.  
Kellogg, MD

Board Certified  Medical 
Oncology & Hematology

Deacon

Any service or repair up to
$150 to our Catholic
Church community

6948 W. Chandler Blvd., • Chandler, AZ

480.759.9300 • drmowdds.com
Mountain Park Dentistry, LLC

15215 South 48th Street, 
Bldg. 7, Suite 175

“Peace begins with a smile.”-Mother Teresa
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A Note From The SJB Principal

Dear Parishioners,

As we conclude the Spring Parent-Teacher Conferences, it has been an excep  onal 
opportunity to collaborate closely with both parents and teachers, ensuring we address 
the needs of every learner eff ec  vely. With only three months le   in the school year, it’s remarkable to 
an  cipate the con  nued learning and enjoyment ahead.

“Read Across America Week” is on the horizon, beginning the fi rst week of March. Our dedicated teachers 
have planned a variety of ac  vi  es to celebrate the joy of reading, promising an engaging week for our 
students. Spring Break, scheduled for March 8-15, is soon approaching. We fi nd it a valuable  me for 
our students to recharge and return revitalized, ready to embark on the next phase of their spiritual and 
academic journey.

Our collec  ve goal is to make these fi nal months of the school year memorable and enriching for all our 
learners. Together we will strive to fi nish strong and celebrate the growth and accomplishments of each 
student. A hear  elt thank you goes out to our faculty, staff , and parents for their unwavering support and 
ac  ve involvement in our school community.

Joyful Blessings, 
Jamie Bescak, M.Ed.
480.219.4848


