
Reconcilia  on

Mass Schedule

Parish Mission Statement
We are a vibrant and welcoming Catholic Church community that 
recognizes God’s presence in all through our love and service. 

Parish Vision Statement
Build the Kingdom of God, individually and communally, by fostering 
discipleship and thanksgiving through:
    •  the celebra  on of Eucharist and other sacraments,
    •  prayer and lifelong Catholic forma  on,
    •  service with and for one another and the greater community.

St. Benedict Catholic Church   |   www.stbenedict.org
16223 S 48th St. Phoenix, AZ 85048   |   480.961.1610 

St. John Bosco Catholic School   |   www.sjbosco.org
16035 S 48th St. Phoenix, AZ 85048   |   480.219.4848

Monday, 3/18
     8:15am | Mass
     7 pm | Penance
                 Service

Wednesday, 3/20
     8:15 am | Mass
     6 pm | Youth Choir

Offi  ce Hours

Mass Inten  onsUpcoming Eventsss
For a complete calendar of events, please visit stbenedict.org/calendar

Thursday, 3/21
      8:15 am | Mass
      4:30 pm | Legion Mary
      6 pm | Adult Choir

Friday, 3/22
    8:15 am | Mass
    5 pm | Confessions
    6 pm | Sta  ons of
       the Cross/Fish Fry

“where all are welcome”

Monday - Thursday  9 am - 5 pm
Fridays  9 am - 3 pm

Closed Daily  12 pm - 1 pm

Saturday 5 pm, Sunday 7, 9, 11 am, 5 pm
Weekdays Mon-Thurs, Chapel: 8:15 am

Weekdays on Fri 8:15 am, Church

Fri 5-6 pm, Sat 8-9 am

Tuesday, 3/19
      8:15 am | Mass

Create a clean heart in me, O God.
~ Ps 51

”“

Sunday, 3/17/2024
7 am |  Marian Kratochuil †
9 am | Ray Bechtold †

11 am | Terry Taylor †
5 pm | Margaret McDermott (lvg)

M 3/18 | Chris  na Szlanta (lvg)
Tu 3/19 | Larry & Barbara
                   Koenen (lvg)
W 3/20 | Judy Prust †

Th 3/21  | Madeline Cavolina †
F 3/22 | Richard & Anna
                   Morice †
Sa 3/23 | Anna Boerio †

Sunday, 3/24/2024
7 am |  Parishioners
9 am | John Slater †

11 am | Brenda Diaz †
5 pm | Agnes Schmiecher †

March 17, 2024

Fifth Sunday of Lent

Saturday, 3/23
     8 am | Confessions
     5 pm | Mass
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Liturgy & Administra  on

Scripture Readings 
Monday: Dn 13:1-9, 15-17, 19-30, 33-
3/18 62; Ps 23:1-6; Jn 8:1-11

Tuesday: 2 Sm 7:4-5a, 12-14a, 16;
3/19 Ps 89:2-5, 27, 29; Rom 4:13, 
 16-18, 22; Mt 1:16, 18-21, 24a
 (St. Joseph, Spouse of Mary)

Wednesday: Dn 3:14-20, 91-92, 95; 
3/20 Dn 3:52-56; Jn 8:31-42

Thursday: Gn 17:3-9; Ps 105:4-9; 
3/21 Jn 8:51-59

Friday: Jer 20:10-13; Ps 18:2-7; 
3/22 Jn 10:31-42

Saturday: Ez 37:21-28; Jer 31:10-13; 
3/23 Jn 11:45-56

Sunday: Mk 11:1-10; Is 50:4-7; 
3/24 Ps 22:8-9, 17-20, 23-24 (2a); 
 Phil 2:6-11; Mk 14:1—15:47

Pastor - Fr. James Aboyi, VC x 302
 fraboyi@stbenedict.org
Parochial Vicar - Fr. Manasseh Iorchir, VC x 306
 frmanasseh@stbenedict.org
Offi  ce Manager - Mary Jane Livens   x 304
 mlivens@stbenedict.org 
Children’s Forma  on - (Open)

Deacon - Ed Winkelbauer x 300
 dcned@stbenedict.org
Dir. Evangelization/Formation - Sr. Ruth de la Cruz, OP x 303

srruth@stbenedict.org
Dir. Music/Liturgy - Phil Arkfeld x 311

parkfeld@stbenedict.org 
Stewardship/Engagement - Maryola Fabilena x 309
 mfabilena@stbenedict.org
Youth/Campus Ministry - Sr. Delia Obenza, OP x 307
 srdelia@stbenedict.org

Front Offi  ce/Admin. Asst. - Amy Fletcher x 300
 afl etcher@stbenedict.org

Pa
ris

h 
St

af
f

Parish 
Contribu  ons

A special thank you to 
those who are faithfully 

contribu  ng

Regular Contribu  ons for 
January 2024

Actual:         $  80,960*
Budget:      $  78,352

*  Realm 
Online: $ 53,119

Cash/Check: $ 27,841

(Contribu  ons are recorded 
on a monthly basis per 

fi scal year
July 1, ‘23 to June 30, ‘24)

St. Benedict
Catholic Church

Charity & 
Development

Appeal
Totals

March 12, 2024

    Number of Donors:       169        

   Amount Pledged:   $105,030

    Dona  ons Goal:     $85.000

We have exceeded our goal! 
Thank you!

Contact the Parish Offi  ce at 480.961.1610

Live the Liturgy
Inspira  on for the Week

Jesus reminds us that the grain of wheat 
can never realize its poten  al without 

sacrifi ce. God has a plan for each one of us. 
May He give you strength to become who 

you were born to be.
©LPi
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A Reflection by Fr. Manasseh

“I WILL MAKE A NEW COVENANT WITH THE HOUSE OF ISRAEL.”
In last weekend’s refl ec  on on the First Readings in the Holy Season of Lent “Year B,” we noted how 
God’s numerous ini  a  ves to establish and sustain a covenant rela  onship with man led to the Noahic 
Covenant, the Abrahamic Covenant, and the Mosaic Covenant with the emerging na  on Israel. The 
people, led by their princes and priests, deviated from the terms of this Covenant necessita  ng a response 
from God who is just and merciful. When it was obvious that the Old Covenant had failed as a result 
of Israel’s notorious unfaithfulness, God decided to establish a New Covenant, this  me not only with 
the na  on of Israel but the whole of humanity. The First Reading this weekend recounts the promise, 
through the prophet Jeremiah, of a New Covenant which the Lord would make with Israel which would 
be diff erent from the covenant He made with their ancestors in terms of its universality and content. 
This Covenant would be guided by a law which would not be wri  en on tablets of stone like the Mosaic 
Covenant, but within their hearts. With this Covenant fi rmly wri  en on the hearts of its adherents, it 
would be completely unnecessary for the people to require it to be taught to them; thus, the excuse of 
ignorance of its terms would be eff ec  vely eliminated. Through this Covenant, all will know the mercy of 
God and experience reconcilia  on with Him. The Lord God would therefore truly be their God and they 
would be His people. The First Reading is a message of hope not only to faltering humanity but to all who 
are able to accept the reality that their lives are not perfect, and to anyone who has perceived a devia  on 
from Chris  an standards in their personal life and in the society. God loves us and He is merciful. If we 
realize our faults, return to him in repentance and resolve to make amends, the Lord shall restore us to 
righteousness, not by our merits but by His sacrifi ce of Christ the fullest expression of Divine Mercy. 
Christ, the Lamb of God through whom the promised Covenant would be established, would become
“the source of salva  on for all who obey Him” (Hebrews 5:9).

In the Gospel passage, Jesus makes allusions to the fulfi llment of this promise of hope in His suff ering 
of death. Some Greeks (Gen  les) had asked to see Him, demonstra  ng a fulfi llment of the promised 
universality of His messiahship. A  er He was informed of their presence and request, Jesus saw this 
(His being wanted by foreigners) as a sign for the beginning of His  me of “glorifi ca  on.” He therefore 
impressed on the Apostles the necessity of the sacrifi ce of self that He was going to off er in order to 
restore the world to a covenantal rela  onship with God. “Unless a wheat grain falls to the ground and dies, 
it remains just a grain of wheat; but if it dies, it produces much fruit.” We should recall that, up to this point, 
the Apostles were yet to comprehend how and why their Lord, who was considerably popular and had 
great “poten  al,” would have to endure the kind of suff ering He was insinua  ng. They were scandalized 
by His lack of interest in poli  cal messiahship and His apparent “obsession” with the cross instead. Chist 
made it clear to them that the cross and all its accessories was the only way to reconcilia  on with God 
and salva  on for the world. The cross would not be restricted to Him alone but would have to be carried 
by all who wish to pass through Him to the right rela  onship with the Father; “and where I am, there also 
will my servant be.” When we are in a posi  on where we have to sacrifi ce our  me, talent and treasure, 
something of ourselves for life to be be  er both physically and spiritually for another, it is good to note 
that Christ has done this for us and has le   a good example for us to follow.
Please be kind and may God bless you.

Fr. Manasseh
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Current Events and More

SJB Dad’s Club Car Raffle
The St. John Bosco School 
Dad’s Club is raffl  ing off  a 
2021 Kia Seltos and want to 
give you a chance to win it! 
Tickets are $200 each and 
only 300  ckets will be sold. The drawing will 
take place on Friday, May 3 with proceeds being 
used for campus improvements (ie. security 
fencing, shade structures over the playgrounds, 
updated playground equipment, etc.). Go here 
to purchase  ckets h  ps://sjb.formstack.com/
forms/st_john_bosco_catholic_school_car_raffl  e
Thank you for your support and good luck!

Holy Week Schedule 2024
Thursday, March 28
• Mass of the Lord’s Supper - 7 pm

Friday, March 29
• Divine Mercy Novena - 11 am
• Seven Last Words - 12 pm
• Living Stations of the Cross - 3 pm
• Confession - 5 to 6 pm
• Good Friday Service - 7 pm

Saturday, March 30
• Blessing of the Baskets - 12 pm
• Divine Mercy Novena - 3 pm (Chapel)**
• Easter Vigil & Reception - 7:30 pm

Sunday, March 31
• Mass - 6 am, 8 am, 10 am, 12 pm
• Divine Mercy Novena - 3 pm (Chapel)**

** The Divine Mercy Novena continues each day at 3 
pm, with the last day being Saturday, April 6.

Lenten Reconcilia  on Services
All services begin at 7:00 pm.

Mon March 18 ............ St. Benedict 

Tues March 19  ............ Our Lady Mt. Carmel

Divine Mercy Sunday
The Sunday a  er Easter is Divine Mercy 
Sunday. Jesus told St. Faus  na that this 
feast of mercy would be a very special 
day when “all divine fl oodgates through 
which graces fl ow are opened.” (Diary 
699) Our Lord made a great promise 
to all souls, that he “would grant a 
complete pardon to the souls that will go 
to Confession and receive Holy Communion on the Feast of My 
Mercy.” (Diary 1109)
Jesus asked that the Feast of the Divine Mercy (April 7, 
this year) be preceeded by a Novena which begins on 
Good Friday. There is an inten  on to pray about on each 
day of the Novena.
Please join the Divine Mercy Prayer group on Good Friday, 
March 29, at 11 am in the Church for the fi rst day of 
the Novena. Each day the Novena will be said at 3 pm in 
the Chapel un  l Divine Mercy Sunday. Prayer guides are 
available in the church. (This Novena may also be prayed at 
home if you cannot a  end in person.) Ques  ons: Le  y at 
Phoenix@Alcasid.com

New Parishioners
• Nicole  e Magnaye
• Jason Roberts
• Michael Sitzmann
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Faith Forma  on and More

Happenings
in Children and Youth

Faith Forma  on
Sunday, March 17

Liturgy of the Word with Children
NO Catechesis of the Good Shepherd

NO EPIC

Tuesday, March 19
NO JAM

NO Journey of Faith

Sunday, March 24
Liturgy of the Word with Children
Catechesis of the Good Shepherd

EPIC

Tuesday, March 26
JAM

Journey of Faith

The Legion of Mary
The Legion of Mary has begun meeting on a regular 
basis here at St. Benedict every Thursday beginning 
at 4:30 pm in Annex 1. Their main purpose is to 
give glory to God through prayer, service, and the 
spiritual development of its members. For more 
information contact Ann Marie at 480.688.2096.

Easter Egg Hunt
Calling All Kids and Tots thru 5th Grade! 
We are having a FREE Easter Egg Hunt 
at the St. John Bosco School a  er the 
8 am Mass on Easter Sunday! It’s going 
to be a blast! At this  me we could use 
some help with dona  ons - please click the QR Code to 
access the Amazon wishlist!

Sta  ons of the Cross
Join us for Sta  ons of the Cross this Friday at 6 pm at 
the St. John Bosco School courtyard. A  erwards, we 
have a Fish Fry in the mul  purpose room. You get two 
pieces of delicious fi sh, coleslaw, corn bread, chips, 
dessert and water for $10. Join us for a fun  me of food 
and fellowship. Save this (last) date:

March 22

Refl ec  on: Be Holy, Be Merciful
The Season of Lent is a  me to experience God’s 
merciful love and compassion. Jesus is the face of 
mercy. His eyes are the eyes of mercy, His pierced 
hands are the hands of mercy. Yet in our world today 
we are afraid that receiving mercy will challenge us to 
become merciful.
Christ followers do not just tell other people they are 
loved by God, they show them through loving acts of 
mercy. Serving others with compassion and joy to bring 
to life the Gospel of truth.
We worry if we have nothing. We can become so full of 
ourselves, our a  achments and personal concerns, but 
it is only when we have nothing that we can truly allow 
mercy to really shine through us.
God’s mercy challenges us to be merciful, that we may 
be ready for others. We are all called to be sons and 
daughters of our merciful Father. He shows mercy and 
compassion when we repent our sins, He cares for us, 
even when we turn our back to him.
In this season of prayer, may we enter deeply into a 
closer rela  onship with Jesus and experience his mercy 
and compassion.   ~ Sr. Ruth

Our Seminarian News
Good news! Our Seminarian, Connor Companik, will be 
ordained to the Diaconate on Sunday, May 26 at 9am 
at Ss. Simon and Jude Cathedral. He will be serving and 
preaching for the fi rst  me here at St. Benedict at the 5 
pm Mass that same evening. Please save the date and 
keep Connor in your prayers!

Voca  ons
“The Father will honor whoever serves me.”
Are you called to belong to serve Christ alone as a 
priest or through consecrated life? Talk to your priest or 
reach out to the Vocations Office at 602.354.2004
or dphx.org/vocations.
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Ministries & More

Knights of Columbus
The Catholic Church dedicates the en  re month of March 
to St. Joseph and urges believers to pay special a  en  on to 
his life and example. The following is a “Prayer for Workers:”
Blessed St. Joseph, I consecrate myself to your honor and 
give myself to you, that you may always be my father, my 
protector and my guide in the way of salva  on. Obtain for 
me great purity of heart and a fervent love of the interior 
life. A  er your example, may I perform my ac  ons for the 
greater Glory of God, in union with the Divine Heart of 
Jesus and the Immaculate Heart of Mary. Pray for me, Saint 
Joseph, that I may experience the peace and joy of your 
holy death. Amen.

Announcements:
• Thank you to all the brother Knights who a  ended 

the St. Patrick’s parade in Downtown Phoenix.
Events:
• March Madness Squares starts Tuesday, March 19.
• The Knights of Columbus State Raffl  e is ongoing un  l 

Sunday, May 12, 2024.
• Do not forget to sign up for an Offi  cer posi  on.
• Pray the Rosary schedule: Wednesday, March 27, 

2024 in the Chapel.

Join online to become a Knight of Columbus at www.kofc.
org/joinus and enter “Council 12246” and code “GKWAP”.

Vivat Jesus,
Isauro Amaro, Grand Knight
Fr. Bob Binta Council # 12246
480.748.1449
grandknight@kofc12246.org

Lectors... Michele, micheleedison@aol.com
Legion of Mary... Ann Marie, 480.688.2096
Music/Choir... Phil A., 480.961.1610 ext. 311
Pastoral Care... Kathy, kathy.mccluskey@cox.net
Pastoral Council... Russ, pastoralcouncil@stbenedict.org
Porters of St. Joseph... security@stbenedict.org
Refugee Rese  lement... Dave, zabordave@gmail.com
Sacristans... Be  e, blaatsch69@gmail.com
St. Vincent de Paul... Phil W., 480.961.1610 ext. 315
Women’s Spirituality... Nora, nmphillips@cox.net

Ministry Contacts
Audio-Visual... Sco  , av@stbenedict.org
Altar Servers... Ken, dken-1@hotmail.com
Art & Env... Cathy, cathytempleton_1@cox.net
Bap  sms... Sr. Ruth, srruth@stbenedict.org
EMHCs... Russ, rustlespencer@gmail.com
Events/Helping Hands... Lani, events@stbenedict.org
Finance Council... Karen, karenmains@msn.com
Hospitality... David, davidjschenach@gmail.com
Knights of Columbus... Isauro, 480.748.1449

If you are in need St. Vincent de Paul assistance or 
informa  on, call the parish offi  ce at 480.961.1610 
ext. 315.

St. Vincent de Paul
Thanks to the con  nued generosity 
of our parishioners. We, and those we 
serve, are grateful for your support. This 
week we are in need of the following items:

• Fruit Snacks
• Fruit/Pudding Cups
• Juice (all sizes)

• Granola Bars
• Cookies
• Crackers

The Porters of St. Joseph
We are beginning a new ministry here in our parish 
community: The Porters of Saint Joseph. Named a  er St. 
Joseph, the protector of the Holy Family, the Porters of 
Saint Joseph is a volunteer ministry for men with the 
mission to provide a safe environment at our Church 
so our families can worship God in peace and security 
at Weekend masses. This is the perfect opportunity for 
men in this parish who have felt the call to get involved 
while at the same  me, forming a bond of Chris  an 
brotherhood with like minded men. 
Last weekend, Brian Easton spoke at Masses regarding 
this new ministry. Many thanks to all who showed 
interest in being part of our Porters of St. Joseph 
Ministry. For those who have not signed up, please 
prayerfully consider joining this great ministry. 
There will be an Orienta  on and Q&A session on 
Saturday, March 23 at the St. Benedict Annex 1 from 9 
am to 12:30 pm. If you’d like to sign-up to join, or simply 
learn more, please email your name, phone number and 
best email address to security@stbenedict.org.
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Arizona
CatholicMatch.com/AZ

480-494-2435

Going  the  "Extra  Smile"  for  Ahwatukee!

2016-2022
BEST DENTIST

READER RECOMMENDED:
BEST CUSTOMER SERVICE

BEST PLACE TO WORK
BEST MOM & POP

HYGIENISTS:

Michele King RDH
Carmen Salaiz RDH

Daisy DeSalmones RDH

DrEFamilyDental.com1st  Place

Quality, Personalized Care
FREE Second Opinion

480-494-2435
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Catholic Company 

COOLING & HEATING LLC
480-776-7993  Free Service Call with Repair

*20% OFF FOR PARISHIONERS*  *SOME RESTRICTIONS MAY APPLY

 

 

OUR EXPERIENCE • OUR COMMITMENT • YOUR RESULTS
injectables  /  laser treatments

skin treatments  /  body treatments
Call  480-893-2228 today for FREE Consultation

 New Clients get $100 off any purchase of $250 or more

 PROTECT YOUR HEIRS
      Let Us Help You Safeguard Your Estate!

  LIVING TRUSTS ♦ WILLS
    POWER OF ATTORNEY

SafeguardYourEstate.com
Schedule a FREE Consultation
or attend a seminar near you.

480-842-5000*Check out
our Google 

& BBB Reviews

50% OFF
Parishioner

Discount

Eye Priority, P.C.
… providing quality optometry for

Ahwatukee-Foothills families since 1991.

Kelly de Simone, OD
 Parishioner
 Monica Sawitzke, OD
 15725 S. 46th Street, Ste.112 

Eye Exams
Contact Fittings
Vision Therapy
(480) 893-2300

MICHELE M. EDISON
Certified Residential Specialist

Associate Broker

Protecting the financial future of the ones  
you love the most for over 178 years

Steven Garcia, Agent
New York Life
Insurance Company
CA License Number 4279488
2355 E Camelback Rd Ste 750 
Phoenix, AZ

602-679-6878
srgarcia@ft.newyorklife.com
stephenrgarcia.com

        
   

480.706.1224   |   REGISTER AT MMWAZ.COM
your community music academy

Assisted Living & Memory Care 
5757 West Chandler Blvd, Chandler

(480) 786-4998

LET’S GROW YOUR BUSINESS
Place Your Ad Here and Support Our Parish!

CONTACT ME Mike McAleer

mmcaleer@4LPi.com • (800) 477-4574 x6307

(P) 480.821.2838
www.ironwoodcrc.com

Christopher M.  
Kellogg, MD

Board Certified  Medical 
Oncology & Hematology

Deacon

Any service or repair up to
$150 to our Catholic
Church community

6948 W. Chandler Blvd., • Chandler, AZ

480.759.9300 • drmowdds.com
Mountain Park Dentistry, LLC

15215 South 48th Street, 
Bldg. 7, Suite 175

“Peace begins with a smile.”-Mother Teresa
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A Note From The SJB Principal

Dear Parishioners,

I’m pleased to announce the BEST news! The votes are in, and for the fi rst  me, St. John Bosco took TOP 
HONORS for “Best Place to Work” and placed as “Reader Recommended” for “Best Preschool & Best 
Private School” in the Best of Ahwatukee survey. You will fi nd detailed results in the March 13 edi  on 
of the Ahwatukee Foothills News. 

Thank you to everyone who took the  me to cast their votes and rally behind our beloved school. Your 
support means the world to us!

Joyful Blessings, 
Jamie Bescak, M.Ed.
480.219.4848


